ON CAPITALISM AND SOCIALISM 


Editorial 


The world is passing through a momentous period. The sea is changing. 
Old opposites like Capitalism and Socialism, East and West are no longer 
as sharp in their mutual oppositions as they used to be. 

On the face of it the claim made by, some advocates of militiarism and 
market economy seems to have beenyindicated. These militarists think 
that it is the west's Superior Military strength and Ltncomprflimising 
corporationism that have finally brought the Soviet Union to the 
negotiating table. This argument can be used for prolonging and 
augmenting military strength and thereby filling the/C-dffers of the 
defence contractors and their depandants. 

Look, they say, both China and Soviet Union have recognized the 
supriority of Capitalism and introduced Capitalism with its profit 
motive, market mechanism and private ownership of the means of 
production, inside their so-called socialist economies. These two big 
socialist powers have recognized that Capitalist technology is 
superior, and are now keen to acquire that technology at the cost of 
some compromise with Capitalism. Socialism has thus failed, according to 
them. 

So, they say, it is not Capitalism that is ridd^led with Contradictions, 
as the socialists used to claim; it is socialism that has proved to be 
unviable and admitted defeat, according to these capitalist militarists. 

The facts, however, are enormously more complex. Both system^have for a 
long time not been so faithful to their own principles. Free enterprise 
has never been really free.monopoly or oligopoly capital could always 
restrain the small enterpr i rleur. The Banking and Finance oligopoly has 
been able to dominate and manipulate all the market economies. Tariff 
walls and protectionist measures have massively interfered with 
international free enterprise. Free enterprise capitalism is a myth. 
Long ago it incorporated many socialist measures!-1 ike productivity 
bonuses, worker ownership of shares, greater role fori/trade unions, less 
in-equality in wages, and worker welfare programmes. Despite large scale 
tax evasion, the private sector has always in market economy countries, 
contributed through taxes, for social welfare for the people. There is 
no pure uncompromising capitalism anywhare. Captilism admitted defeat 
before Socialism in many areas, and in-corporated Socialist elements 
into it. 

Socialism on the other hand, is little more than two generation old. It 
has only recently acquired sufficient stability and security to afford 
some self-criticism. Marxist Socialism did not begin to be established 
in industrially advanced societies as Marx-jjgngels had predicted. The 
idea that technological progress would automatically bring about changes 
in the direction of socialism has not been Vindicated by experince. 





Socialist economies came into being in the Soviet Union and in China, 
neither of which was particularly advanced in science-technology or 
modernised industry at the time of its revolution. So much has depended 
on personalities like Lenin, Mao, Stalin and Deng-Xiaoping than on 
developments in forces of production. 

And socialism, besieged by a Capitalism bent on its destruction, slipped 
too easily into undemocratic efforts, which clearly is a violation of 
basic socialist principles. 

The guestion is neither idle nor academics Which is the worse compromise 
for socialism, failure of democracy leading to infernal inhumanity, or 
temporary acceptance of market economy principles inside a socialist 
economy ?. Both are bad, but^first is worse, many liberals would (Co ncur- 
If socialism is basically a humanism then the total denial of democratic 
human rights cannot jbe^justified. If socialism makes people into moronic 
robots who think abeut* the party thinks and do what the party tells them 
to do, then it is no longer socialism. 

The other side of the coin is that despite Colossal failure in the area 
of the right^ to protest or to organize resistance, the socialist 
economies have a very creditable record in providing more or less full 

employment, in eliminating total poverty, and in ensuring for all some 

basic human needs like food, shelter, clothing, transportation, 
education and health-care. 

True, there is large scale unemployment in China, but compared to pre¬ 
revolutionary China with its graft and corruption, deceit and 

dehumanisation, People's China has been a monumental improvement of the 
conditions of life for the masses. 


Why then the present uprising in that great land ? We give a tentative 
answer to that question elsewhere in these columns. The important thing 
to note is that democrat! isat ion of a socialist society is always 
problematic. The essence of socialism is that the people control their 
own economic and cultural activity in a socially organized manner. In 
all socialist economies this social organization of economic activity 
has been achieved only by the dictatorship of the party (not of the 
proletariat). And the party has always developed a special commentary 
on Marxist - Leninist scriptures which justify that dictatorship and 
indicates the prevailing party line (See our article on the commentary 
Tradition in Judaism) 


The three-tiered S^erarchy of Party, state and people has became 
undemocratic in all existing socialist economies. How to democralise 
this lierarchy, without losing social colesion and mobility, is the key 
question facing all socialist countries. The process will certainly 
take some time and may most likely cost some blood. But the process is 
inevitable. A democratic socialism (not social democracy as it now 
exists) is the only hope for humanity. Wherever there are historic 
movements in that direction, all people of goodwill should support that. 





Gorbachob’s Soviet Union has initiated the process of democra\isation 
in a big way. China will find it more difficult after the brutal 
suppression of the student revolt; but witj^new leadership, China will 
have to lead the difficult path of democr d\,i sat ion. 

What about the future ? From a superficial perspective, Socialism seems 
to be in shambles and Capitalism gloriously triumphant. But this is 
only a superficial perspective. 

The internal contradictions of Capitalism are still mountainous. It’s 
survival now depend^^on finding new non-military markets, without 
which it cannot afford to demilitarize. And the military posture, if it 
does not change, will bring about the economic and political destruction 
of both market economies and socialist economies. 

The present strategy of many market economy nations is to capture that 
market by strategic use of military and economic power. The market is 
where the people are. And more than 80 percent of the nonsaturated 
markets are in Asia* America, Western Europe and Japan - the Trilateral 
powers who bestride the world market economy - have very little 
possibility of expansion in their own saturated domestic markets. They 
all have to look to Asia for their future. 

History is shifting towards the Asian mainland and it’s oceans - the 
Indian and the Pacific. A.P.R. or the Asia - Pacific Region is the 
theatre of international action now. 

The contest between Socialism and Capitalism will take new forms in 
Asia -Pacific theatre. America will be in that theatre as a pacific 
nation. Japan and China are fulNAsia - Pacific. The Soviet Union is 
also Asia - Pacific . India is no/TDig power - as yet. Western Europe is 
the only totpal outsider to the Asia - Pacific Region, but economic 
interests are bound to draw them into the region. 

" Asian Development " looms large in the U.S. Administration’s Policy; so 
does it in the development plans of Japan and the Soviet Union. And 
China, of course, is in the thick of it. The struggle between socialism 
and capitalism will largely be fought in the Asia - Pacific theatre. 
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FASCISM—THE PERENNIAL TEMPTATION 

PAULOS MAR GREGORIOS 


In 1918, at the end of the First World War, Thomas Mann, the 
great German humanist, wrote a political treatise : Reflections of an 
Unpolitical Man. It was a defence of German nationalism. Of 
course, he later whole-heartedly repudiated what he wrote. In 1930, 
three years before Hitler came to power, Thomas Mann made a 
spirited appeal to the cultured bourgeoisie and to the working 
classes to oppose German nationalism with all their might. 

But in 1918, this 43 year old, cultured, literary writer (who won 
the Noble Prize for Literature in 1929), could be so emotionally 
moved by the defeat of Germany in the first World War, that he 
could support German Nationalism, which later became the fore¬ 
runner of National Socialism. It is a warning to all of us here in 
India too. When things go bad for a nation, there is an increased 
temptation to an anti-humanist totalitarianism. 

But Fascism did not begin in Germany. It was an Italian move¬ 
ment and Fascism was a peculiar Italian creation. The word was 
first used by Benito Mussolini in 1919. The word had two connota¬ 
tions—one associated with ancient Roman imperial glory and the 
second with the united strength of the people bound together by 
absolute authority. 

The Fasces was the insignia of authority in the ancient Roman 
Empire. It was a bundle of birch rods tied together with an axe. 
Every Roman official carried it as a badge of authority. In the city 
of Rome itself, the axe had to be omitted, because authority was 
supposedly in the hands of the “free citizens" without the arbitrary 
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ruler symbolized by the axe. 

The Italian word Fascio meant a bundle, a close-knit group under 
clear authority, with a high sense of identity with the national soil 
and the uniting ties of blood, excluding and hating foreigners. 

Mussolini started out as a leftist, by 1912 editor of Milan’s 
Avanti : (Advance:), advocate of the poor, militant anti-militarist. 

Mussolini’s ideology was an odd mixture—a little Marx, a little 
Sorel, a little Nietzsche, and a lot of himself. The ideology is rela¬ 
ted to Hegel’s (1770-1831) conception of the national state as a 
materialisation of the Absolute Idea; and to Johann Gottlieb 
Fichte’s (1762-1814) quasi-deification of the national collectivity. 
These German thinkers regarded the state not as instrumental, but 
as an end in itself. The person or individual received his dignity, 
objectively and ethically, only in the state. 

It is also related to the French anti-Parliamentarians Maurice 
Barres (1862-1923) and Charles Maurras (1868-1952). These men 
despised the democratic French state and admired the more auto¬ 
cratic Roman Catholic Church. They agreed with Oswald Spengler 
(1880-1936) in his belief (also that of Friedrich Nietzsche—1844- 
1900—who was strongly anti-nationalist) that the decadence of the 
west was to be attributed to democracy and Christianity. They 
were all anti-liberals. 

Mussolini learned from all these, but also from the anti-liberal 
French Socialist Georges Sorel (1847-1922) in his contention that 
the bourgeoisie was effete and decadent while the proletariat alone 
had vitality. Mussolini was a socialist, who founded the socialist 
party II Popolo d ’ Italia (The People of Italy). 

He came to power in 1922 by popular support, and showed bis 
true colours in 1932, with his article on Dottrina del Fascismo in 
the Encyclopedia Italiana. 

“Our programme is simple. We wish to govern Italy. They ask 
us for programmes, but there are already too many. It is not 
programmes that are lacking for the salvation of Italy, but men 
and will-power. 

“War alone brings up to their highest tension all human energies 
and puts the stamp of nobility upon the peoples who have the 
courage to face it. Fascism carries this anti-pacifist struggle into 
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the lives of individuals. It is education for combat . . . war is 
to the man what maternity is to the woman. I do not believe in 
perpetual peace; not only do I find it depressing, but it is also 
a negation of all the fundamental virtues of man”. 

The consequences for Mussolini were the thirst for empire, the 
rape of Ethiopia in 1935, the formation of the Rome-Berlin Axis 
with Hitler in 1936, entering the Fascist side in the Spanish Civil 
War in 1938, and joining World War II on the side of Germany 
in 1940—leading to defeat and dismissal in 1945. 

Adolf Hitler was much more racist than Mussolini, and much 
more anti-communist. Nazism, the German version of Fascism, 
was a reaction to the proletarian victory of Bolshevism in 1917, 
and to the defeat of Germany in 1918. The German people. Hitler 
felt, could not advance, because their advanced technology and 
industry were inhibited by a semi-feudal national political structure. 
Unlike in Italy it was clearly a bourgeois, anti-proletarian move¬ 
ment. Nazism built upon Hegel's conception of the Prussian state 
as the highest manifestation of the Absolute Idea, by adding the 
racist doctrines that the Nordic Aryans, the Herrenvolk, were the 
' only creative race on earth destined to rule over the others, 
{Deutschland ueber Alles) and that the salvation of Germany from 
defeat was necessary for the salvation of all humanity. Two enemies 
were identified as “western capitialisra and Slavic Marxism”, which 
were both Jewish. So Jews and Slavs were to be exterminated. 

The ideology and techniques used by Adolf Hitler are frighten¬ 
ingly reminiscent of the current U.S. administration and particularly 
president Reagan. Hitler had great'faith in the power of the spoken 
word. Even a total lie, if repeated with conviction and often 
enough, will be accepted as truth. Hitler believed. He also held 
that propaganda should be formulated at the lowest possible 
intellectual level. It was important to appeal to the vanity of the 
fir man people and constantly to tell them that they were the 
Number one people, and that their interests were sovereign over 
the interests of all others. Narrow Patriotic sentiments should 
always be stirred up. 

Fascist movements spraDg up in other countries also. In Spain 
the Falange Espanola, under the leadership of young and fiery 
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Jose Antonio Primo de Riviera (1903-36) was an anti-bourgeois 
movement. But when the young leader died at 33, Franco used 
his Faiange as an instrument of the conservative aristocracy. In 
Belgium the Flemish reactionaries organized the Verbond van 
Dietsche Nationalsolidaristen. In Norway, the Quisling group 
organized the Nasjonal Samling, with the St. Olaf Cross as its 
emblem. In Romania the Legion of the Archangel Michael under 
bodreaou used an orthodox icon as its emblem. 

In Japan, the army took charge on Feb. 26, 1936, and systema¬ 
tically assassinated west-inclined liberals. The Emperor Hirohito 
and his will were the highest principle of morality. 

In Argentina, Juan and Eva Peron with the support of the poor, 
used the anti-yankee imperialism plank to create a fascist organi¬ 
sation and seized power in 1943. 

In South Africa, the white Afrikaners developed a racist fascism 
which is the only one still in power. It is also the oldest Fascist 
Party in terms of birth—the Christian-National Party having been 
formed in January 1940, By 1940, it was clear to the white regime 
that Nazi Germany was its friend and Communist Russia its foe. 
A series of fascist minded leaders of varying degrees, General 
Herzog, General Smuts, Verwoerd, Vorster, and now finally Pieter 
Botha, have tried to uphold the structures of an unjust racist 
totalitarianism. 

German National Socialism was the pivot of world fascism. 
Hitler, much more than Mussolini, was its true prophet—racist, 
militarist, imperialist, anti-pacifist, anti-socialist, totalitarian, anti¬ 
intellectual. and ultimately inhuman. 

In the thirties when Nazism was establishing itself, it was not 
perceived as a threat by the world capitalist system. In fact, the 
western nations first perceived Hitler as an ally in their anti-com¬ 
munism. Only when their own interests were threatened did they 
turn against Hitler. Till the last part of the war, the Allies 
secretly hoped that Hitler would destroy the Soviet Union. They 
thought they could turn against Hitler after he had done the job 
for them of destroying the first country to establish a workers’ 
regime. 

It was the Soviet Union’s historic role to destory this reactionary 
movement. It was in that process of combatting the mighty war 
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machine of Hitler that the Soviet Union finally found its inner 
strengthfand deeper coherence. It would be interesting to speculate 
what the world would have been like if the Soviet Union had not 
been there to combat the Nazi terror and the reactionary forces of 
conservative but technically proficient capitalism behind it. Would 
the allies have been able to break Fascism without the Soviet 
Union taking the brunt of the Nazi attack and sacrificing 20 
million of her citizens in that combat? 

Perhaps the question is idle. Those who know the nature of the 
Nazi terror and its diabolical inhumanity to which five million 
Jewish people were offered as a holocaust, would know also that 
humanity is ever in the debt of the Soviet Union for beating back 
the forces of darkness and diabolism—forces which are rearing 
their heads again in Western Europe, Japan and the Americas. 
Even in Germany, it is socialism alone that will ultimately be able 
to cope with the latent Nazism, 
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HUMAN 


RIGHTS 


A PERSPECTIVE FROM OUTSIDE WESTERN CIVILISATION 

(Paulos Mar Gregorios) 

India 

I am sincerely grateful for this opportunity 
to bring to you a perspective on Human Rights from outside 
Western civilisation. No one can pretend to represent the 
non-western world as a whole, because of its extreme diver¬ 
sity within itself. I can represent only my personal views at 
this time of history. These views have changed and developed 
through the years, and are likely to change again in the 
light of wider experience and further reflection. 

Outside western civilisation does not mean, 
however, outside the Christian tradition. I speak as a humble 
Christian, though I do not make frequent reference here to my 
Lord Jesus Christ or to the Christian Scriptures. I shall try 
not to be theological in my approach, though the faith of the 
Christian Church does provide me with the basic foundation of 
that approach. I have learned much from and about western 
Christianity, but I find it quite difficult to follow some of 
its approaches. And I will not take an activist approach to 
the question of human rights, though many in my audience 
would prefer that to a reflective, theoretical approach. By 
constitution I am unable to act without some reflection, and 
you must forgive me if you think I am too abstract or even 
irrelevant. 


Let me apologise, at the very outset, for my 
poor and inadequate grasp of the noble German language, with 
which I have struggled since my student days in America. It 
was mainly a reading knowledge that I sought there to acquire 
but even in that I have not achieved any great level of pro¬ 
ficiency. The present text was first composed in English and 
then translated into German by my kind hosts here in Bremen. 
I read it in German *' . order rfo save you some time. I hope 
some of my th^ugnts come through despite my faulty accent and 
incorrect pronunciation. 

The Concept of Human Rights 

Human Rights can be understood only as a con¬ 
cept born in Europe and America in the 18th century. Its 
ancestry goes much further back in western history, of 
course. One could mention the Magna Carta, the Petition of 
Right (1672), the Habeas Corpus Act (1679), and the Bill of 
Rights (1689) in England, as well as other pieces of national 
legislation in European countries. In general the concept of 
human rights was used to affirm the rights of the new bour¬ 
geoisie over against the feudal overlords. 



The birth of the concept is integrally rela¬ 
ted to developments in western history and culture in the 
18th century, including the French Revolution of 1789 and the 
American Declaration of Independence in 1776. Thomas Paine, 
the English polemicist, who went to America for thirteen 
years from 1774 to 1787, published his Rights of Han in 1791. 
During his stay in America, where he helped his friend Thomas 
Jefferson to draft the American Declaration of Independence 
in July 1776, he served as the Secretary of the Congressional 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. His pamphlet called Common 
Sense (1776) had a great influence on Jefferson and on Ameri¬ 
can history. It was a defence of Republicanism as opposed to 
Monarchy. The later work on The Rights of Man was a scathing 
response to Edmund Burke's denunciatory Reflections on the 
Revolution in France (1790). 

Paine was as uncritically eulogising the De¬ 
claration of the Rights of Man, made by the National Assembly 
of the New Republic of France in 1789, as Burke was uncriti¬ 
cally denouncing the French Revolution. If Burke was an un¬ 
discerning advocate of the status quo in Britain, Paine was 
unduly relying on a document on paper with noble ideas which 
were soon to be belied by the historical reality of the 
Jacobin tyranny of the French Committee on Public Safety and 
even more by the reign of Napoleon Buonaparte. It is one 
thing to put noble ideas into a declaration; it is more dif¬ 
ficult to embody these ideas in a political economy. This is 
a principle we should always keep in mind when we discuss 
questions like Human Rights. 

The French Declaration on the Rights of Man 
had 27 articles. According to Paine, the first three were of 
the essence: 

"I. Men are born, and always continue, free and equal in 
respect of their rights. Civil distinction, therefore, 
can be founded only on public utility. 

II. The end of all political associations is the pre¬ 
servation of the natural and imprescriptible rights of 
man; and these rights are Liberty, Property, Security, 
and Resistance of Oppression. 

III. The Nation is essentially the source of all sove¬ 
reignty; nor can any individual, or any body of men, be 
entitled to any authority which is not expressly 
derived from it." 

In Paine's view, "the first three articles are 
the basis of Liberty, as well individual as national; nor can 
any country be called free whose Government does not take its 
beginning from the principles they contain, and continue to 
preserve them pure; and the whole of the Declaration of 
Rights is. of more value to the world, and will do more good, 



than all the laws and statutes that have yet been promul¬ 
gated." ( Rights of Man , Everyman's Library edition, 1966, pp. 
98-99) 


The notion of Human Rights seems thus to be of 
basically American, French and English origin. The philoso¬ 
phical foundations of the notion were worked out, however, by 
none of the three nations mentioned. That job fell to German 
thinkers, particularly to Kant and Hegel. Immanuel Kant 
(1724-1804) sought to establish philosophically the burghers' 
contention that the individual person is always to be treated 
as an end in himself/herself and not as a means to an end. A 
deeper and more comprehensive, but by no means easily compre¬ 
hensible, account came only with Georg Wilhelm Friedrich 
Hegel's monumental work: Grundlinien der Philosophic des 
Rechts, which came out in 1821. 

The philosophical foundations of the concept 
of Human Rights ih western Liberalism always go back to Kant 
and Hegel, except when western writers avoid philosophy by 
resorting to Linguistic Analysis or a naive Pragmatism. The 
framework of Hegelian philosophy is so complex that very few 
even in Germany today fully comprehend it. Everything seems 
to revolve around Hegel's notions of Begriff and Idee . The 
Idee is Reality. It is the unity of Per Begriff (the concept) 
and its existence. 



("Der Begriff und seine Existenz sind zwei Seiten, 

* 

geschieden und einig, wie Seele und Leib...Die Einheit 


des Daseins und des Begriffs, des Koerpers und der 


Seele ist die Idee...Die Idee des Rechts ist die 


Freiheit, und um wahrhaft aufgefasst zu werden, muss 


sie in ihrem Begriff und in dessen Dasein zu erkennen 


1 sein." (Phil, des Rechts, #1 Zusatz). 


For Hegel, the basic ground of Human Rights is 
the Idea of Freedom, the Idea that works itself out in his¬ 
tory through a process of temporal development. Kant grounds 
Human Rights in the individual's infinite worth, an assump¬ 
tion of faith and not a matter to be logically demonstrated. 
Hegel grounds it in the nature of Reality as a whole and in 
the Idea of Freedom as a general aspect of Reality. This too 
cannot be logically demonstrated, but is an assumption of 
faith, a less individualistic faith than Kant's, but still 
faith. And for that reason, Hegel can say: 

"Dieses Recht, so hoch, so goettlich es ist, wird aber 
in Unrecht verkehrt, wenn nur dies fuer Denken gilt und 
das Denken nur dann sich frei weiss, insofern es vom 

Allgemein-Anerkannten und Gueltigen abweiche und sich 
etwas Besonderes zu erfinden gewusst habe" (Vorrede). 

and "Der Boden des Rechts ist ueberhaupt das Gelstige und 
seine naehere Stelle und Ausgangspunkt der Wille, 



welcher frei ist, so dass die Freiheit seine Substanz 
und Bestimmung ausmacht und das Rechtssystem das Reich 
der verwirklichten Freiheit, die Welt des Geistes aus 
ihm selbst hervorgebracht, als eine zweite Natur, ist." 

(# 4) 

Hegel was right in seeing the close inter¬ 
connections among Human Rights, Human Freedom, Human morality 
regulating the Human Will, and the Law as enacted and en¬ 
forced by the State System. Thomas Paine was one who regarded 
the least government as the best government, while for Hegel, 
the State system was the embodiment of the most advanced 
stage of human development. Paine, who believed that "the 
more perfect civilisation is, the less occasion has it for 

Government" (op. cit. p. 159), was indeed a believer in God 

as "the great Father of all", but would have denied any 

foundation for the "Rights of Man" in any religious convic¬ 

tions. Hegel, on the•contrary, got his basic notion of Recht 
from his Christian convictions, and'his fundamentally Chris¬ 
tian world-view. The question of the philosophical-theologi¬ 
cal ground for a notion like Human Rights needs to be debated 
in the global community; such a debate will not only funda¬ 
mentally enrich our thought but also make us see how, 
starting from different spiritual foundations, humanity can 
arrive at a pragmatic consensus. 

The United Nations and Human Rights. 

In our own time there have been a large number 
of declarations and formulations about the Fundamental Human 
Rights, but it was the setting up of the United Nations in 
1945 with Human Rights given a prominent place in its Charter 
and its promulgation of the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights in 1948 that serves as a starting point for any dis¬ 
cussion on human rights today. 

In the Charter of the United Nations, the 
Preamble (reportedly drafted by Jan Smuts of South Africa) 
reaffirms the faith of "the peoples of the United Nations" in 
"fundamenatal human rights and in the dignity and worth of 
the human person, in the equal rights of men and women and of 
nations large and small". Article 1(3) of the Charter states 
as one of the aims for which the UN is established, as 
"international co-operation...in promoting and encouraging 
respect for human rights and for fundamental freedoms for all 
without distinction as to race, sex, language or religion". 
Articles 55 and 56 elaborate further these commitments. 

The UDHR of 1948 spells out further the fundamental rights. 

If one asks the question however, as to the 
basis and foundation for these great and noble affirmations, 
one gets into difficulties. Is there a rational or philoso¬ 
phical justification for these affirmations? How does 
western Liberal thought justify Human Rights? How does 



Christianity and the other religions of the world ground 
their concern for Human Rights? Why did Islamic Saudi 
Arabia abstain from voting for the UDHR in 1948? Is the 
liberal consensus the only ground on which these affirmations 
stand? Has there been a referendum of "the peoples of the 
United Nations" to check whether there is in fact such a 
consensus? These are questions that need to be discussed. 

It should not be forgotten that when the 
United Nations Organisation was formed in 1945, it was 
largely a trans-Atlantic organisation in terms of power and 
membership. The vote on December 10, 1948, in favour of the 
UDHR was 48 for, 0 against and 8 abstentions. Six Communist 
countries, South Africa and Saudi Arabia had abstained. The 
drafting Committee consisted of USA, UK, USSR, France, 
Austria, Lebanon, China and Chile. The last three were at 
that time totally pro-western, and the USSR did not vote for 
the UDHR. In China it was the Chiang Kaishek regime then. 
The UDHR is thus primarily a western document. Hence its 
emphasis on individual rights, the social rights being men¬ 
tioned only in outline. It is true that the UDHR had a great 
impact on many national constitutions of countries which 
became independent after 1947. The UDHR has subsequently been 
supplemented by two other covenants adopted and opened for 
signature, ratification and accession, by the UN General 
Assembly on December 16th, 1966: 

1. The International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultu¬ 
ral Rights; and 

2. The International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, 
with an Optional Protocol. 

These covenants, though ratified so far by 
only few nations, came into force in 1976;, but their imple¬ 
mentation, even in the few countries which have ratified 
them, is making very slow progress. 

Some Comments and Questions 

In view of the limitation of time, I would 
like to offer just five brief comments on the UDHR. 

1. The Notion of Right.] This is a notion that has come into 
vogue as a result of the revolt against the autocratic or 
aristocratic authority of the feudal lords. A right can be 
moral or legal. A legal right can be enforced only through a 
law-governed State, and is largely meaningless without an 
authority capable of enforcing it. Moral rights are integral 
to any civilisation, and quite often people themselves 
enforce these rights without recourse to court of law or 
civil authority. In fact we are living in a world where more 
and more moral demands are met by persuasion than by legal 
compulsion (e.g. conservation of energy in a world of energy 



shortage). 


We should also distinguish between a right and 
the principle on which it is based. The equal dignity of all 
human beings is a principle from which many human rights are 
derived. But no set of legal rights can exhaust the princi¬ 
ple. The principle can be embodied in the Preamble to a na¬ 
tional constitution, but until it becomes something which the 
people can fully internalize, no amount of law will be able 
to implement principles like democracy, the dignity of every 
human person, the unity of humanity and so on. It would 
therefore be unwise to put all the emphasis on the legisla¬ 
tion and implementation of rights; equal emphasis is due to 
the task of educating the people to uphold the fundamental 
principles on which the rights are based. Let me just mention 
briefly five such principles on which there is a growing 
universal consensus: 

a. The integral unity of all humanity, all life and the 
whole order of reality. (I have tried to avoid theological 
words like Creation, because these principles should be 
acceptable to all religions and to all secular people). 

b. The freedom, worth and dignity of every human person 
within economic, social and cultural structures which promote 
and augment these. 

c. Constant progress towards accessible and effective 
justice for all , within and among nations and peoples. 

d. National and international stuctures which can settle 
disputes without recourse to war, provide comprehensive secu¬ 
rity for all peoples without weapons of mass destruction, and 
can promote peaceful global co-operation in many areas like 
science/technology, education, media, economic activity, the 
healing arts, culture, sports and social creativity. 

e. The special responsibility of the Human Species to 
care for the biosphere and for an environment which promotes 
life and health, and to prevent its disruption by careless 
human stewardshp. 

It should be clear that in all these five fun¬ 
damental spheres legislation on human rights can go a long 
way, but structural change seems more important, if these 
principles are to be embodied in human life. There are limits 
to what can be achieved through legislation on fundamental 
Human Rights. 

2. Universality. The four words in the title of UDHP have 
each its own significance. The main thing about the U N 
declaration is that it is not confined to any one nation, but 
speaks of all human beings universally. It is an invitation 
to move out of parochial-national loyalties, to looking at 


n others. The more we become swarp *-h^t nil 1 7 
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^nationality of our narrow national loyalties and of tho 
immorality of making our national interests take precedence 
peopled lnterest8 ’ freedom and dignity of other nations and 


We will have to learn to set our national 
loyalties within the context of our loyalty to the inter¬ 
national and global human community, of which we are members 
with others. This is not primarily a question of changing 
laws, but of a new global consciousness emerging in people 
all over the world. But laws are also important. First the 
constitution of each nation will have to recognize openly and 
clearly that it , is a responsible and free member of the 
global community of nations. Second, we will need to agree as 
a community of nations to develop a new GLOBAL Social Con¬ 
tract and to create the beginnings of a global legislature, 
judiciary and executive. This is implied in the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights, but not made explicit. There is 
not much point in making a universal declaration of human 
rights, when there exists no global machinery to enforce 
those rights. 

3. Declaration . The UDHR remains only a declaration, and not 
yet international law. There are jurists who interpret the 
UDHR as having the force of universal or inter-national law. 
If the UDHR and the two covenants are signed, ratified and 
acceded to by all nations, they would of course have the 
force of law. To move from Declaration to Inter-national Law 
is an urgent need in relation to the UDHR and the two cove¬ 
nants. National governments are still most unwilling to give 
up their assumed sovereignty at this point and to begin to 
move decisively and resolutely towards international struc¬ 
tures in which the nations invest some authority. The urgent 
need in each country as well as globally is to press national 
governments to accede to the UDHR and the .two covenants, as 
an important move towards legally binding international law 
and structures. 


4. Human .\\The word "human" in the UDHR is very significant. 
Once we '^realise the full force of this word, we will be 
reluctant to use words like "aliens" and "foreigners" in 


relation to people living outside our national frontiers. 


will have to see that we share a common humanitv and a common 


lobal citizenship with such people from outside our fron- 
tiers. and that we are all mutually responsible members of a 


single global human communitv. This realisation will be a 



great step forward. 


_ But we will also have to see the fact that the 

word "human" cannot be confined to adult citizens alone.Apart 
from special women's rights, we will also have to formulate 
laws about Child Rights. We will then have to engage in a 
global discussion on difficult Issues like when a human life 
begins, when a fertilized human ovum in utero begins to have 
rights, whether the human embryo is the property of its 
parents to be disposed of at their will, and so on. The word 
"human" is a liberating word, but it can also be a confining 
word. Do only humans have rights? 


What about the rest of the living world? Do 
they have any rights? Do animal species have a right to 
survive? Do animals and birds have a right to be protected 
from human cruelty and mistreatment? Are there limits to 
human killing of animals, for sport or pleasure, for food or 
scientific experiments? Do trees have rights? Or is their 
right to exist entirely dependent on human need perceptions? 
Do mountains and rivers have a right to remain undenuded and 
unpolluted by humans? These are indeed difficult questions to 
resolve unanimously; but the debate must soon begin in every 
country. 

5. Rights. As we have already stated, the concept of Rights 
is of western origin, though that in itself is no disquali¬ 
fication. But in thinking of Rights, we are likely to think 
primarily of .judiciable rights - that is, legislation and law 
enforcement. We Christians know that Law can be an enemy of 
the Gospel, though not in every case and not every law. Do we 
look for salvation of humanity and the world by Law? The 
letter kills; the Spirit gives life. As Hegel rightly saw, 
"der Boden des Rechts ist ueberhaupt das Geistige" and "die 
Freiheit seine Substanz und Bestimmung ausmacht"; can we 
really aspire to a Rechtssystem which is genuinely a Reich 
der verwirklichten Freiheit, which functions without law and 
compulsion out of a redeemed human nature clothed with the 
good as a habitus, practising the good out of its own grace- 
filled essence? 


We Christians and others know that we should 
not murder, even if there was no law against murder. It is 
not because the Law says that human beings have rights that 
we practise love towards all. Rights belong to Law and the 
State. The love of God and His Creation belongs in another 
category. It is that love of God and His creation that should 
impel us to seek a world where the five principles we men¬ 
tioned above are in truth practiced. The Kingdom of God does 
not fully manifest itself in history; but the Kingdom comes 
every day, and it is as an aspect of that Kingdom that we 
should pursue the Rights of Man also. Thy Kingdom come, 
indeed! 
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Minorit3 August 24, 1994 

MINORITIES IN A SECULAR DEMOCRACY 
RANDOM REFLECTIONS OF ONE WHO HESITATES 


(Dr. Paulos Mar Gregorios, Metropolitan of Delhi) 


May I be permitted to use this occasion to pay humble tribute to 
the memory of a noble and kindly soul, heroic and honest, quickwitted and 
compassionate, who is no longer with us in person. Rajiv Gandhi appeared on 
our political horizon as a bright light instilling new hope in those who craved 
for a statesman radically different from the usual type of politicians. 

When our nation became politically independent 47 years ago, 
Rajiv was a three year old lad. And what kindled hope was the fact that while 
belonging to the post-independence generation, he was politically unsullied, 
despite his ancestry, when he was thrust into power in 1984 following the 
heart-rending national tragedy of Mrs. Gandhi's assassination. Alas, the 
equally infamous Sriperumbudur tragedy took him away from us less than four 
years ago. May God grant rest to his soul. 

I must also pay tribute to his noble widow, Smt Sonia Gandhi, who 
has also shown her mettle by declining to accept to be President of the 
Congress Working Committee to which post she was unanimously elected in May 
1991. 


At this point, on behalf of the minorities, I want to pay tribute 
also to the memory of Shri Jawharlal Nehru, who, more than anyone else, 
succeeded in making the national minorities feel secure in independent India. 
The Minorities of this country are grateful also to the Supreme Court of India 
for consistently upholding the fundamental rights of the minority communities. 
We feel grateful to the Congress Party in so far as it seeks to maintain that 
noble Nehruvian tradition in protecting these minority rights. 



2 


We would also like to thank the present Government for setting 
up in 1992 a National Commission for Minorities as a statutory body with civil 
adjudicatory power. Perhaps a word of appreciation is due to the Commission 
and its Chairman Justice Mohammed Sardar Ali Khan, for their efforts to deal 
effectively at the grass roots level with the communal tensions which arose in 
the wake of the Ayodhya and post-Ayodhya debacle. 

I must, however, express my perplexity at the fact that the 
Welfare Ministry, in declaring the Muslims. Christians, Sikhs, Buddhists and 
Parsis as the five national religious minorities, chose to leave out the Jains 
who are indeed a national religious minority, the arguments for whose 
exclusion fail to carry conviction. I hope this anomaly would soon be rectified. 

I must also venture to express my pessimism about the incorrupt¬ 
ibility, impartiality and efficiency of the newly set up Central Minorities 
Development and Finance Corporation to which the Prime Minister has pledged 
500 crore rupees as share capital. We are indeed grateful for Welfare Minister 
Sitaram Kesri's pledge 

a) to provide financial assistance for modernisation of Muslim madrasas, 
and to make special efforts to promote education especially women's 
education, among the minority communities; 

(b) to eliminate communal bias and ensure objectivity in the contents of 

educational textbooks; 

(c) to implement the scheme to grant financial aid for pre-Competitive 
Examination Coaching for Weaker Sections based on Economic Criteria; 

(d) to provide financial assistance for competent studies leading to a 
reliable data-base on the present socio-economic and educational status 
of national minorities; 

(e) to promote self-employment ventures for the minorities; and 

(f) to provide financial assistance for children of victims of communal 
riots. 

These are to be welcomed; equally important is the prompt and effective 
implementation of the 15-point Programme for the Minorities evolved by the 
late Prime Minister Indira Gandhi in 1983. 
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Perhaps it is appropriate for me to express my continuing 
distress at the Presidential Order of 1950 (1950 Scheduled Caste Order No. 3) 
which decreed as follows: 

"Notwithstanding anything contained in paragraph 2, no person who 
professes a religion different from Hinduism shall be deemed to be a 
member of a scheduled caste." 

Why should benefits accruing to a scheduled caste person in a secular society 
be based on his or her professing a particular religion, especially the majority 
religion? This is indeed discrimination against the minority religions of this 
country. It no way fits our noble tradition; it should be urgently removed 
from our statute books by another Presidential Order. 

I shall not use this occasion to give utterance to the complaints 
of the Christian Minority about infringements of their freedom in running 
educational institutions, including appointment of teachers and admission of 
students. The matter, I understand, has been most recently referred by the 
Constitution Bench of the Supreme Court, to the Chief Justice, with the 
request to convene a larger bench to consider the questions formulated by the 
Constitution Bench. As lawyers F S Nariman and Soli Sorabji argued in Court, 
Articles 29 and 30(1) of our Constitution did not bestow any concessions or 
privileges on the minorities, but were meant to protect the fundamental rights 
of minorities to run and administer their own institutions, and Government 
should not restrict these rights in any way. I will leave that matter there. 

I want to raise two rather significant points here, which apply to 
all religious minorities as well as to the majority community. 

I 

The first is a rather simple point. No amount of legislation can 
solve the minorities problem in our country. It calls for radical changes in the 
basic attitudes, and in the content of religious teaching, of so-called minority 
and majority communities. The law of course has a didactic function in 
educating people and making them aware of crimes which they often tend to 
overlook. The abolishment of untouchability and the opening of the temples to 



all Hindus, though done by legislation, have fulfilled an educative function in 
changing the attitudes of people. But we know that a law, for example, 
against offering or taking bribes will not by itself remove bribery from our 
government system. Implementation of such a law by exemplary penalties 
would go only as far as the implementation itself is effective and cannot be 
circumvented by further bribes to the implementing officers. 

Education is of course the key. But who will educate? Who will 
educate the educators? The government? Judging by past experience, I have 
some hesitation. I would propose a three-pronged approach, consisting of 
committed non-government organisations, the religious leadership of both the 
majority and minority communities, and certain government agencies not too 
much bothered about vote-banks, working in tandem with each other. All 
three groups stand in need of furthering their own education regarding 
minority rights in a secular democracy. There should be an immediate effort 
to bring these three groups together, without media presence at least in the 
beginning, for extended sessions, as a national educational process, 

a) to explore the basic principles which should govern minority and 
majority community attitudes and conduct towards each other and 
towards the unity and integrity of the nation; and 

b) to formulate a fundamental code of attitude and conduct in this 
matter for both majority and minority communities. 

I hope the Minorities Commission can take an initiative soon in this regard. 

II 


The second brief point is to reflect once again on these notions 
of majority and minority based on religious affiliation. Why should my primary 
self-identification for myself in India today be in terms of my belonging to a 
minority religious community? Am I not an Indian as much as anyone else? 
Why should anyone see me primarily as a member of a minority community? 
Why should my Hindu friends in turn think of their identity first in terms of 
their belonging to the majority community rather than in terms of their being 
Indian first. 
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I emphatically reject the oft-repeated dictum that religion is a 
matter of individual choice and is entirely personal, to be kept out of the 
public realm. Religion, as any sociologist can tell you, is neither individual 
nor private; it is by nature corporate and public, belonging to the beliefs and 
practices of a community; one individual does not create his/her own religion, 
except in the fantasies of some of our semi-litterati; religion is, I repeat, by 
nature corporate and public. Still we should put religious belonging in its 
proper place. 

My own religious commitment is rather deep and basic for me; but 
out of it also comes my commitment to the whole of humanity, and to all my 
fellow-Indians. I believe a lesser commitment would not be worthy of a great 
religion. It is my religious commitment which will not let me regard the 
interests of my own religious community as somehow more important than the 
just interests of other minority and majority religious communities. 

Since I am not a Constitutional Fundamentalist, may I here make 
the affirmation that the constitution of a secular state should not think in 
terms of religious minorities and majorities in its fundamental legislation. 

The Constitution of a secular state should provide for communal 
harmony and pluralism in religious practice; should guarantee religious 
freedom for all, subject to the general consideration of morality and the 
welfare of the whole citizenry; should legislate against privilege and 
discrimination on the basis of religion; should not support one religion over 
against the others; should delineate clearly what the Government can and 
cannot do in the protection and administration of the property and institu¬ 
tions of majority and minority religious communities (e.g. Devaswom boards. 
Temple Trusts, post-Ayodhya settlements). It should not however make 
people think of themselves in terms of religious majority and minorities. 

In providing for positive discrimination in favour of religious 
minorities, the Constitution should discontinue reservation of electoral 
constituencies on the basis of religion, as the Constitution itself demands. It 
should have so ceased in 1989, 40 years after the Constitution came into force. 
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The 62nd amendment of 1989 has extended the period till 1999; five years is 
hardly enough time to start a national discussion on this and come to some sane 
conclusions; but the issue is such a hot potato that political parties shy away 
from it. The minorities themselves should reflect on how they can get adequate 
representation in the political process without the religion-based reservation 
of seats . 


In the case of admission to educational institutions and special 
scholarships, social/economic criteria rather than religious affiliation should 
be in the forefront of consideration. Again a great deal of joint reflection by 
the majority and minority communities needs to be started now on how this 
provision for positive discrimination on a religious basis can be eliminated and 
still justice secured for the economically and socially backward communities. 

My main concern is that we should as Indians desist from the very 
bad habit of thinking in terms of religious majority and minorities. In our 
country the sufferers are the majority, the victims of our unjust system, who 
come from all religious and non-religious communities, from the religious 
majority community as well as from the religious minority communities. 
Disability does not come from belonging to any particular religious community; 
it comes from a socio-economic system in which the beneficiaries are the 
minority and the disadvantaged constitute the majority. It is this system that 
needs to be overhauled, and towards this end the majority community and the 
religious minorities should work together. This is the challenge before the 
nation, and in this even the privileged socio-economic minority in the country 
must work together with the sadly marginalised majority whose interests are 
remembered only in political speeches. That really is the majority-minority 
issue in our country. 
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NON-ALIGNMENT —IS IT ANTI-AMERICAN? 
(Paul Grregorios) 


Non-alignment as a concept is often misunder¬ 
stood, mainly in two ways: as an attitude of neutrality 
towards big power Conflict, or as equidistance from the 
Soviet Union and the U.S.A. 

Neutrality means non-involvement• The non- 
aligned nations cannot be neutral or non-involved in the 
power conflicts that affect the human race. Two-thirds of 
the world*s people live' in the 130 non-aligned countries# 

Power conflicts between major powers directly affect their 
destin^y; how can they afford to be neutral or uninvolved? 

The non-aligned nations are committed only to make their 
own decisions, on the basis of justice and in the interests 
of peace and progress for the human race# They give no prior 
undertaking to be aligned with the policies of one major 
power bloc or another. Even amoung the members of the non- 
aligned group, there is no prior commitment to support * the 
policies of each other in all matter^« Each nation retains 
the freedom to judge^any conflict anywhere } whether it be bet¬ 
ween major powers, between a major power and one of its own 
members, or between two*members of the non-aligned group 
of nations# 

Equally mia-leading is the concept of equi- • 

distance# There is no commitment in the non-aligned 
movement to view the two major p<^ers-the U.S#A# and the 
U.S#S.R##.on the same level. The concept that both major 
powers are imperialist cannot slTa^4 exam ^ na ‘ t i on • The U.S.A 
is committed by its present policy to world exploitation 
and military and economic domination of the world# It makes 
often and public statements about defending by military 
force its interests in the Middle East and in Latin America, 
Asia and Africa. To this policy the non-aligned nations 
have to be resolutely opposed# The U.S.A has a record of 
seeking to suppress the progressive forces in Cuba and 
Chile, in Iran and Palestine, in Afghanistan and Vietnam, 
to mention only a few of the better known instances of 
direct or indirect U#S. intervention. The U.S.A# supports 
reactionary regies in Chile, south Africa, Kampuchea and 
Israel. In the U.N., it has consistently used its power 
and influence to obstruct all progressive moves. 

It is in this context that the accusation 
against the non-aligned movement to be biased against 
the U.S.A. has to be examined. There is no prior commit¬ 
ment on the part of the non-aligned nations to be anti- 
America n. On the contrary when the actions of U.S.A. are 
in support of the forces of freedom, justice and dignity 
for all, the U.S.A. can expect full support from the T 

non-aligned countries. 

On the other head, the U.S.S.R. and the Socialist,* 
Countries have a different record. They have consistently -f 
supported all movements for liberation and de-colonialisation 
in Asia , Africa and Latin America. They have actively assisted 
the liberation movement in Southern Africa and supported the /( ‘ 
movement of the,Palestinian people for self-determination ] 

and a homeland of their own. They have consistently opposed 
Israel's illegal occupation of Arab-*territory and South 
Africa's illegal regime in Namibia. They have helped Cuba 



to resist the mighty power of the U.S.A in the latter*s 
attempts to subvert the Cuban Revolution and to make Cuba 
subservient to American interests. They have supported 
Vietnam in its opposition, first to French Colonialism, 
then to American illegal aggression, and more recently 
to 3 dk the outrageous Chinese attack on a struggling 
socialist country just beginning its recovery from the 
ravages of brutal American aggression. 

In such a situation, how can anyone expect the non- 
aligned nations to maintain a position of equidistance from 
the U.S.A.• and from the U.S.S.R ? Non-alignment is not 
neutrality. Non-alignment is not equidistance from the major 
powers. Non-alignment is commitment only to fight anti-human 
forces wherever they appear- fascism, imperialism, hegemonism, 
colonialism, neo-colonialism, racism, apartheid-, zisa 
Zionism, oppression and exploitation• Non-alignment cap be 
equidistant from two nations only when both nations are 
equally guilty or equally innocent. 

» 

The super-power ideology, propagated by reacti¬ 
onary circles-in the western world and China, seeks to subvert 
the principled commitment of the non-aligned nations. It 
tells us that we must be equally opposed to U.S.A. and U.S.S.R 
irrespective of the policies and action of the two nations. 

Too many two-third world intellectuals are brainwashed by tne 
super-power ideology and insist on treating the U.S.A. and 
U.S.S.R. alike. It is the responsibility of all clear think¬ 
ing people everywhere to expose the super-power ideology as 
a new anti-communist pl^y, calc’.lLatod to confuse and mis¬ 
lead. 

Both U.S#A. and the U.S.S.R are powerful. But is it 
is not against their power that the non-aligned, nations 
contend. What matters is the way power is used. When power 
is used in support of anti-human forces, the non-aligned 
will condemn such use of power, and resist it with at least 
moral force. 


When the policies and actions of the U.S.A. 
become more pro-human and supportive of,progressive forces, 
the non-aligned movement will also become pro-American. It 
is u 4 to the people of the U.S.A. to see that this happens. 
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I have a singular honour today, mostly undeserved, of 
being the recipient of the Otto Nuschke award. I want on 
this occasion to pay my tribute to Otto Nuschke (1883-1957), 
whose last speech in the CDU Parteitag in Weimar resounded 
with these words of exhortation: 

"Christian democrats, (let us give) our whole 

strength for mutual understanding, disarmament 

and co-existence, and the propotion of Peace 

and Happiness for all peoples". 

(Gerhard Fischer, Otto Nuschke Ein Lebensbild . 

Union Verlag, Berlin, 1983, p. 272) 

In the same speech Otto Nuschke expressed the view (in 1956) 
that just as the second world war ended with ^emancipation of 
all the Slavic people of Eastern Europe, the day would soon 
dawn when the non-white peoples of the Two-third world would 
find themselves free from political economies of exploitation 
and oppression. 

I salute the memory of Otto Nuschke - heroic resister 

against totalitarianism, far-sighted friend of the human race, 

faithful son of the Evangelical Church in Deutschland, Champion 

of the struggle of the oppressed and exploited classes, offeotlvo 

effective publicist for the cause of socialism, seasoned poli- 

titian and one of the founders of the Christian Democratic 
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Union of Deutschand. 


May I be permitted to share on this occasion, in honour¬ 
ing the memory of this stalwart servant of socialism and 
ardent fighter for justice, peace and dignity for all, a few 
of my own thoughts on the future of humanity and the current 
debate about the tension between Global Humanism and the 
Class Struggle. 

One engages in such futurological speculation with much 
hesitation. So much that economic prophets predicted has 
failed to come true. Capitalism has not yet collapsed. The 
final triumph of socialism is still in the future. New and 
unexpected factors arise and change the course of history 
presumed to have been predictable. The forces of reaction 
seem to gain new strength from unexpected quarters. The market 
economy world has shown a resilience which few thought it 
possessed. It has survived many crisis through devious and 
sometimes anti-human devices. Manipulation of the money 
market, juggling fiscal and exchange relations, creating arti¬ 
ficial markets for armaments by fomenting local ward and false 
fears of foelgn attack^ securing billion-dollar orders with 
hare.brained schemes like strategic Defense Initiative, making 
nations insecure through strategies of 'limited nuclear war' 
heightening tension and promoting the arms race^de-stabilizlng 
nations to advance the arms trade - so many devices have been 
found to keep a sick world market economy artificially propped 
up. 



The major instrument for the defense of the capitalist 
system has been the uncanny alliance among Transnational 
Corporations, military establishments, and the institutions 
and personnel of scientific-technological research, in order 
to control and exploit the political economic process in 
many countries. The tentacles of this world-wide system 
reach into all countries - socialist countries not excluded. 
Techniques of a very advance4 nature have now been developed 
to wage war on non-cooperating countries through de-stabili¬ 
zation and exploitation of internal conflicts within such 
nations. But also sophisticated techniques have been develo¬ 
ped to co-opt socialist systems into the world market economy 
system* 



The enemy that socialism has to contend with looks gigan- 
sinister and more sophisticated than many first thought. 


While socialists cannot be intimidated by the seemingly 
giant strength and wily cunning strategies of the enemy, 
neither can they afford to under-estimate the forces against 
which they have to contend. 


There is no doubt, however, that even this great struggle 
against the forces of reaction should take second place when 
put side by side with the other great peril - a possible 
nuclear holocaust which can finish off all classes, exploiters 
as well as exploited. Not everyone, even in the developed 
countries, is aware how close this peril of a nuclear war has 



been several times in the recent past. Only those who are ». 
privy to what is going on behind the scenes realize how cloo g- 
to us the peril of omnicide has always been and still is. 


The recent signing of the INF treaty, (a historic and 
most significant step in the hesitant and unsteady progress 
towards a world without nuclear weapons,) should not lull us 
into some sort of euphoria. The world crisis is still very 
much there. The market economy system has not opted for 
perpetual peaceful co-existence vdth socialism. We will be 
foiling ourselves if we deduce from the four recent summit 
meetings between the USA and USSR that the western establish¬ 
ment has given up the policy of confrontation and opted for 

detente and disarraement. It is not possible even today for 

A* 

the socialist nations to let down their defenses or relax in 
their vigilance. 

At the same time it is not possible for the socialist 

nations to concentrate all their efforts on the defense of 

£ 

socialist values and instiuVtions. To do so has already 

r 

proved to be inviting another kind of danger - a repressive 
political system, a stagnant economy, brooding discontent and 
the collapse of creativity among the people. Socialism can 
thrive only oh a democratic foundation, and the requirements 
of military defense are always counter-democratic, whether in 
the market economy or in the socialist system. 

I am aware of the fact that the GDR economy is by no means 
stagnant, that even among the socialist countries the economic 
achievement of the G.D.R. is without parallel. But that does 



not mean the absence of major problems In a situation of 

a. 

encirclement by^fully armed market economy system determinet 
to overthrow:, socialism. 

It is indeed a dilemma. A socialist party loses all 
significance if it does not keep the class struggle at the 
top of its agenda. There is no way to succeed in building 
socialism without going through the necessary struggles to 
overthrow the powers of oppression and exploitation - both 
in one's own nation as well as internationally. And yet 
precisely in pursuing that struggle one dare not provoke 
the enemy to the point of effectually committing racial 
suicide. It is all right occasionally to taunt the enemy wj 
being just a paper tiger; but the fact still remains that 
there is no limit to what desperate madness even in a peper 
tiger can do. 

On the other hand, there is a way out of thid dilemma, 
a r jlilow Be^ a difficult way, neverthless a way that needs 

A- 

to be tried. It is indeed a strategy, but not a dishonest 
one. This requires the following basic affirmations: 

(a) In the present crisis of human history there is no viafc 
alternative to peaceful co-existence between various 
political economic systems, especially if they possess 
nuclear weapons capable of destroying all of us. 

(b) The only possible choice is between armed co-existence 
on the basis of mutual deterrence by nuclear weapons 

on the one hand and on the other an uneasy, competitive 
but friendly and co-operative co-existence in a setting 



of detente and disarmament. 


(c) To cho^e the option of armed co-existence is to 
make it exceedingly difficult for socialist societies 
to be genuinely democratic, for the working people to 
be genuinely creative, and for a high standard of 
living to be assured for all in a socialist country. 

(d) On the other hand, the option of armed co-existence 
based on mutual deterrence, at least in the short _• 
term, works to the advantage of market economy capita¬ 
lism; for that system’s survival depends on constantly 
expanding markets; and these seem to be assured by an 
accelerating arms race and by the world-wide growth of 
militarism fostered by^ deterrence-based co-existence. 
Capitalism may not succeed permanently in promoting the 
arms race and thereby perpetually expanding its market. 
It may collapse from its own debt'.(or credit) burden anc 
of creativity induced by over-investment of resources « 

. personnel in non-productive military consumption. But 

the system has shown, so far, rather marvellous and resi 

lient ingenuity in facing its crises and in overcoming 
-rC 

them temporally. By persisting in a deterrence-based 
co-existence, the socialist countries would be giving 
backhanded encouragement to the market economy system. 

(e) If on the other hand a situation of true detente and 
disarmament can be achieved and socialist economies can 
not only drastically cut down their defense expenditures 
but also scale down their posture of total vigilance, 
socialism stands a better chance of reaching the standar 



of living necessary for a dignified human existence, 
and even of outstripping the market economies in both 
quality and price of consumer goods offered to the world 
u .'.^market. 

In other words the second alternative, namely peaceful 
co-existence of socialist economies with market economy 
countries, in an ambiance of detente and diarmament, is the 
better strategy for socialism's waging war against systems 
of oppression and exploitation. 


There is little chance that the market economy system 
can survive much longer in its present form if the continuing 
arms race and the accelerating growth of militarism in the 
world were not there. Competing in a true atmosphere of 
unrepressive freedom and unarmed co-existence based on mutual 
trust, with renewed creativity in economic and cultural acti¬ 


vity and true democratic freedoms, socialism can beat capita¬ 
lism in sportsmanlike combat - so long as the game is played 
according to rules and properlyjumpired. The rules of common 
security have yet to be developed. There can be no reliable 


umpire other than a representative body of all humanity. 


There is some chance that there can be a comparatively 

peaceful transition to socialism world-wide. I say 'compara- 
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tively' because privileged classed do not give up their 
prerogatives without a struggle. And yet we have seen in 
India 526 Rajahs and Maharajas giving up without much of a 
struggle. Of course some people from the privileged classes, 
as well as lots of people from the working classes, will seek 



privilege and undue advantage within a socialist system, as 
history has already taught us. That calls for a different 
kind of vigilance on the part of socialism. 

The collapse of capitalism may be accompanied by some 
last-ditch struggles characterized by madness and despair. 

It is therefore important,for the sake of common security, 
to eliminate nuclear weapons from our planet and to ban them 
effectively so that this last ditch madness does not become 
nuclear madness. We must make the world safe by eliminating 
nuclear weapons altogether from earth and sea, sky and space 
In a nuclear world we will always be insecure, because madne 
is always a possibility. 

It is in this context that we note the outstanding 
efforts of the Peace Movement in the GDR to eliminate nuclea 
weapons and to create Nuclear Weapons Free Zones wherever 
possible. I want at this point to salute the government, 
the peace movements and the people df the GDR for the high 
quality leadership they have given and are still giving in 
the world-wide movement for peace with justice, for elimina¬ 
tion of all nuclear weapons, and for common security without 
weapons of mass destruction. 

It is in this context that we take a look at only one o 

r~ 

the many points raised in the current debate about Perestroi 
Glasnost and New Thinking. 

Two questions have been raised and need to be answered: 
Does the Global humanism of the New Thinking associated with 



the concepts of perestroika-alasnost really displace the 

centrality of the nation of class struggle which has guided 

marxist thought in the past? If it actually does so, can 

<xV)Wo^cK 

sbch a global humanist’be justified in marxist terms? 

My own tentative answer to both questions is a qualified 

yes. 


There has always been a dialectical tension between the 
concepts and strategies of class-struggle on the one hand 
and the need for peaceful co-existence of opposing ideologies 
and political economic systems on the other. To abandon this 
t&flsion would be to adopt a naively Trotskyite notion of perm, 
nent revolution. Permanent revolution is a respectable 
Marxist concept, but has not always been a practical option, 
especially when the oppressor is armed with weapons of mass 
destruction. The fact that the party of the working class 
is also so armed does not reduce the risk of a permanent 

ft 

revolution.military confrontation could lead to a 

nuclear holocaust which would destroy all classes, annihilate 
the achievements of centuries of human knowledge and culture, 
and imperil the very existence of any but the most stunted 
forms of life on our planet. There can be no moral justifi¬ 
cation for a class struggle where nuclear-military confronts* 

b y'o - 

tion between the classes could lead to omnicide and be-icide 
at worst, and at best to a destruction of a large part of 
humanity and its achievements, and to a permanent: poisoning 
of the total biosphere. 



Faced with that kind of a choice, a genuine class 
struggle which aims at the emancipation of the oppressed 
and exploited classes^. has to choose a strategy in which the 
elimination of nuclear weapons from the planet, the protection 
of space from becoming a launching pad for directed energy 
weapons, and the painstaking creation of a system of common 
security for all take a higher priority than military. :- .' > 
confrontation. 

The working classes cannot abandon the class struggle 
or actually displace it from its centrality in assessment of 
reality and in formulation of strategy. What is set aside 
for the time being is not the class struggle as such, but a 
particular form of class confrontation that could lead to 
heavy and unacceptable damage to the oppressed and exploited 
classes. 

Global humanism is thus not an alternative to the class 
struggle, but only its original framework and necessary basis' 
The class struggle as a concept was from the beginning based 
on the primary principle of socialist humanism, and was never 
more than a means to the emancipation of all classes from 
oppressive and exploitive structures, and to the establishmenl 
of a classless global human society with peace, security, 
justice, dignity and freedom of creativity for all. The 
victory of the working class can only be a means to go on to 
a global society of freedom, dignity and justice. 



Divorced from that original socialist humanism, the 
concept of class struggle can become a dangerous dogma and 
a mis-leading stsategy. There is, I sadly note, arising all 
over the world in leftist political circles, a dogmatic and 
non-contextual emphasis on class struggle and class confro¬ 
ntation which does not take adequately seriously the peril 
of a nuclear holocaust. These circles, strangely enough 
have a record of fervent compaigning in the past for nuclear 
disarmament as a high priority for the revolutionary struggle 
But they now seem to feel that the peril of a nuclear cata¬ 
strophe is neither imminent nor so alarming. They seem to 
feel that the nuclear powers of the market economy world 
would not attempt even a "limited nuclear war", since these 
powers have correctly assessed its enormous consequences to 
themselves. In other words, to put it bluntly, these leftist 
circles have enough confidence in security by mutual deterr¬ 
ence to feeke them under-estimate the real danger of such a 

"limited nuclear war" breaking out by design or by accident. 
They seem to ignore the fact that such a "limited nuclear 
war" has been and still forms part of western military 
strategy. They also fail to take into account the fact 
that the Pentagon which was in the beginning largely opposed 
to President Reagan's original strategy of "star wars" as a 
defence initiative, later approved it as part of an offen¬ 
sive strategy including a decapitating first strike and the 
of a limited nuclear war to fight off the weakened but still 
considerable retaliatory attack which is to be expected. 



CRITICISM OF THE NEW THINKING 


Among the leftist parties which have raised questions 

about general Secretary Gorbachov's statements on perestro. 

olasnost one counts the American Communist Party and the 

Communist Party of India, (Marxist). Gus Hall, General 

Secretary of the American Communist Par^y, for example, . 

learns us of the danger in accepting wrong ideas in the name 

of "new thinking". In an article entitled "The World We 
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Preserve Must Be Livable" , he says: 

"Throughout the history of the working class 
movement, the 'something new' concepts have always 
been used to bypass, cover up or eliminate the 
concept of the class struggle. To eliminate the 
idea of the class struggle one has to accept that 
somehow the capitalist class is changing its 
inherent nature, giving up its drive for maximum 
profits. To eliminate the idea of the class 
struggle one has to explain how the basic laws of 
capitalist development have somehow changed. 

This is impossible." 

Gus Hall poses the question : Should all struggles 
for a better life, including the class struggle and the 
national liberation struggles, be subordinated to the 
struggle to preserve humanity?" He answers his own questi 
with a "no". 


2. The Marxist . New Delhi, Vol. VI (2), April-June 1988 

pp. 58 ff 

3. ibid , p. 59 





His argument is that most of the oppressed and 
exploited peoples of the world are not interested in the 
idea of preserving humanity, if that is divorced from the 
struggle to make life more wof&Tliving. He takes §orbachov 
to task (without specifically mentioning his name) for a 
1987 statement by Yevgeni Ambartsumov in the World Marxist 
Review : 

■I do not rule out a negative reaction .... parti¬ 
cularly among those who continue to take a feti- 
shistic view of the class struggle, although Lenin, 
as we all know, put the interests of social develo¬ 
pment as a whole above the class interests of the 
proletariat. The entire world has today found 
itself in a situation in which precisely human 
interests must be given priority. In this lies 
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the essence of our new way of thinking" 

Academician Ambartsumov 1 s statement can be mis-understood 
as anti-class-struggle. But in fact he speaks only of a 
priority for global human interests, and not of abandoning 
the class struggle in the interests of human survival. 

Looking at the same issue from a Two-third World 
perspective, the C.P.I.(M) documents question the 'New 
Thinking* of the C.P.S.U. In a critique of General Seer 
Gorbachev's Report on the 70th Anniversary of the October 
Revolution, the CPI (M) Central Committee (May 3-6, 1988) 
adopted a resolution which said among other things: 

37 World Marxist Review Mo. Id) (1987) p.lS2. This was 
response to an earlier article by Dmitri Likhachev 
entitled "Become a Citizen of the World" (W.^.R.Nd.5/ 





(a) Gorbachov is fundamentally wrong in assuming that 
the world is becoming more and more inter-dependent 
and integral. It is "unscientific* to isolate the I 
internationalisation of economic life from the 
fact of class struggle which is integral to global 
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economic life. 

(b) Gorbachov is wrong again in assuming that Capitalism 
is willing or able to adppt itself to the conditions 
"of a nuclear weapons free world, and to a new and 
equitable economic order." ^ 

(c) Gorbachov is wrong in arguing from the fact that the] 
has been no third world war^that Capitalism is becom¬ 
ing peaceful. It has waged or taken part already 
(since the second world war) in a hundred or more 
local wars.^ 

(d) Gorbathov is wrong in arguing that "at the present 
level of technology and organisation of production, 
reconversion and demilitarisation of the (capitalist] 
economy are feasible". Capitalism and militarism 
are integral to each other, and the capitalist 
military machine can be converted to peaceful use 
only when the capitalist class is no longer in power. 

(e) Gorbachev under-estimates the strength and signifi¬ 
cance of Third World liberation struggles in the tota 
movement of emancipation of the working class. 

5. The Marxist Vol. VI (2). April-June 1988, p. 14 

6. ibid. p. 18 

7 Ibid , pp. 20ff 

8. ibid pp. 26ff 


The Indian Marxist Parfcy at a later Central Committe 
meeting (August 8-10, 1988) came to a more positive assess¬ 
ment of the New Thinking. They have reaffirmed the followir 
principles, on which they generally agree with the CPSU. 

(a) The people cannot be replaced by the Party. There 

is no alternative to direct involvement of the peop. 

V* Q 

in governing society, and^managing the economy. 

(b) The farty has a guiding and leading role in society 
as a vanguard of the working class. 

(c) The growth of bureaucbacy is indeed "a serious impe 

1 (i 

diment, and, if unchecked, becomes a danger" 

(d) The New Thinking in the Soviet Union should be unde 
stood also in the light of the practical problems 
encountered by the Soviet economy. 

The August 1988 resolution of the CPI (M) cautions 
the New Thinking on the following points: 

(a) Too seirwre and one-sided criticism of the past can 
be counter-productive. The assessment of Stalin 
suffers from oyerlooking thf^ positive achievements 
of the period. 

(b) The emphasis on individual human rights should neve 
be at the expense of a basic socialist vision and 
perspective. 


9. "On Recent Developments in the Soviet Union" fhe Marxj 
VI (2) p. 34ff 
10 ibid p. 36. 




(c) The working class and the Party of the working 

class have a special role in advancing socialism, an< 
this should not be ignored in adopting any global 
humanist or national democratic perspective. 

This is indeed a sober and more balanced statement 
than the May 88 statement of the Central Committee of C.P.I.I 

TOWARDS A CONCLUSION 

For a non-€oraraunist like the present speaker, it 
seems obvious that the New Thinking in the Soviet Union did 
raise some questions in the minds of many socialist parties 
whether the central marxist notion of Class Struggle was 
being superseded by a notion of Global Humanism. These 
fears seem to be not well grounded. 

No one can question the fact that the nuclear- 
environmental peril threatens the survival of humanity, and 
that the end of humanity would also mean the end of all class< 
Survival is important above all, say some, since there can be 
no class, struggle without it. Others like Gus Hall say: 
Survival by itself is not a worthy goal if what survives is 
an unjust and exploitative society. 

Progressive people in the Two-Third World have always 
held that Peace without Justice is not worth striving for. 
What all of us need to distinguish at this time is between 

CrA Cty'J- > 

Peace and Disarmament as -s ueh , and avoiding a nuclear cata¬ 
strophe. If confrontation would lead to catastrophe, then 




confrontation may not be in the long term interests of the 
Class Struggle. If de-emphasizing the class struggle would 
help to promote detente and avoid confrontation then why 
not, some say. 

In any case the de-emphasizing of the class struggle 
can only be a temporary matter of strategy and tactics; the 
socialist parties cannot afford to set aside the primacy 
and centrality of the class struggle. But if it is known 
to the Market Economy people that such a de-emphasis is 
only a temporary and tactical matter how seriously will they 
take it? 


The effectiveness of the New.Thinking, I believe, 
should not be assessed on the basis of a false dichotomy 
between global humanism and class struggle. It should prove 
it* worth by creating a climate of detente leading to concrete 
plans for total elimination of all weapons of mass destruction, 
and.to global co-operation for saving the biosphere from 
catastrophe. If it succeeds in these two matters, as well 
as in the improvement of the standards of quality and 
effectiveness in socialist production, then the cause of 
socialism would be truly advanced. 



THE PERESTROIKA DEBATE IN INDIA 
SOME CQ^AENTS FROM A FRIEND OF THE LEFT 

(Paul Gregorios) 


The debate in India about Perestroika and Glasnost in 
the Soviet Union bears witness to the vitality of the Indian 
left. Not being a Marxist himself, the present writer as a 
friend of the Left (committed to socialism in practice) can 
only hope to enunciate some of the issues in the debate and 
not to resolve them with anything like finality* 

The central issues in the debate seem to be the following; 

1) Has the GPSU put such an undue weight on the globalist - 
humanist perspective as to marginalize the class struggle? 

2) Do the economic reforms in the Soviet Union, such as the 
law on enterprises, the law on co-operatives and so on 
mark the beginning of what could be in effect a capitu¬ 
lation to the market economy system and profit motive 
characteristic of Capitalism? 

3) Is the CPSU, in espousing Perestroika and Glasnost in 

the interests of facing the economic, military and cultural 
crisis in the Soviet Union, laying aside its leading role 
in the World Communist movement, particularly in relation 
revolutionary movements and forces in the Two-third world? 

4) Would Soviet military power fail to support and defend 
the socialist system, particularly in Eastern European 
countries, and simply stand by when bourgeois reactionary 








movements seek to take over power in countries like 
Czechoslovakia, Poland and Hungary? 

5) Is the present CPSU assessment of Stalin and his role in 
Soviet its. well as international communism too one-sidedly 

; _ .Negative? 

6) How honest is the CPSU in asserting that the fundamental 
principles on which Perestroika-Grasnost are still those 
of Marxism-Leninism? 

The following comments are meant only to clarify the debate. 
1. Global Humanism and The Class Struggle 

M.A. Latif thinks that the marginalising of the class 
struggle began already with the first post—Stalin CPSU Congress 
in 1956. *The Moscow propaganda concentrated (as early as 1956) 
on fanning fear of America's 'nuclear teeth' and the danger of 
kindling any spark anywhere lest it engulf the world in nuclear 
conflagration" (Mainstream August 27, 1938, p* 25)• 

Advocates of perestroika would argue that the nuclear teet 
ik% real, and nott just those of a paper tiger as Mao once 
claimed. True, to us Indians, it is still easy to argue that 
the U.S.A knows well the cost to itself of any nuclear war, 
whether limited or total; that therefore USA will not use 
nuclear weapons except for deterrence; that therefore the peri 
of a nuclear holocaust is grossly exaggerated. But as A.K. 
Damodaran rightly asserts ( Mainstream ibid, p.7)^ "the recent 
shooting down of the wrong target over the Gulf by the most 
sophisticated weapon system in the world shows how wafer-thin 





is the margin of safety". In a world wired for auto-destruction 
with hair-trigger readiness, rjo nation can sit back under 
delusions of security. 

The cumulative evidence leaves us in no doubt that the 
world market economy system will not baulk at using nuclear 
weapons if it can make sure that the damage to itself can be 
held down to an "acceptable level". That situation has not 
substantially changed even after the four super-power summits 
and the signing of the INF treaty. 

The nuclear threat cannot be isolated from the over-all 
strategy of the market economy system in confronting the 
socialist system. Nuclear weapons, even when unused, serve 
more than just the purpose of deterrence. Even more important 
are the two other reasons - to maintain a steady economic 
pressure on the socialist states to keep up with the arms race, 
thereby making it impossible for socialist living standards 
to compete with the West; and to provide an arms market paid 
for by the tax-payer in order to keep the market economy 
system from collapsing due to marketsaturation and shrinkage. 

Without detente and genuinely safeguarded disarament steps, 
the pressure cannot be released; effectively large disarmament 
measures and a decrease in the arms trade will fundamentally 
weaken the market economy system and strengthen the socialist 
system. Thus detente and disarmament are aspects of the class 
struggle on an international scale. The interests of the 
working class will be better served by a drastic cut in the 


arms trade and the arms race on both sides. Hence the issue 
of a globalistic-humanistic consciousness is not contrary to 
the class struggle but an essential aspect of that struggle. 

2, Economic Reforms -Capitulation to Market Economy ? 

M.A. Latifwpulls no punches in asserting that already 
at the 20th Congress (February 1956), the greatest social 
revolution in history was reversed, and that the Soviet Union 
changed "from an avowed destroyer of capitalism into i&i 
admiring imitator". Ibis "counter-revolutionary sweep of the 
Congress” made the world communist movement overnight into 
"a miserable reformist hawker of bourgeois parliamentarianism". 

I can understand the latter statement in the India context. 
But I have difficulty with the first; it is true that a weakened 
post-war Soviet economy settled down to doctrines and strategies 
of detente and co-existence; it sought to avoid major confro¬ 
ntations with the West; it tried to Imitate western technology 
and production methods; as contacts with the west developed 
through tourism and international exchange (both commercial 
and depi&matic), consumerism and coimnodity fetishism crept 
into the socialist system everywhere; concepts like peaceful 
transition to socialism gained ground. Granting all that and 
much more, it remains still difficult to concede that there 
was an abandoning of the socialist mode of production and 
property relations. It is true that leadership in socialist 
countries often succumbed to love of comfort and bourgeois 
style of life. But is it not also true that perestroika 
recognizes this evil and seeks to remedy it? 




The economic feforms approved by the 27th CPSU Congress 
(1985) do involve partial privatisation of the production 
process and the introduction of what looks like the profit 
motive The tension between the recognition of the market 
factor within a socialist economy on the one side and the 
continuing affirmation, on the other, of loyalty to a centrally 
planned system of socialist production aoes give occasion for 
legitimate anxiety. The newly introduced dialectic between 
Plan and Market lias failed to carry total conviction. 

To many the other new dialectic between ideology and 
reality also sounds strange and dangerous. But can scientific 
socialism overlook reality in the interest of dogmas masquer¬ 
ading as ideology? The reality is that the present socialist 
mode of production has failed at the level of quality and 
efficiency. Can we set aside quality and efficiency of 
production as bourgeois values? It Is real that the present 
pattern of centralized production has smothered cultural 
creativity among the people. Is it unmarxist to argue without 
cultural creativity and democratic freedom it would not be 
possible to develop an efficient and quality-oriented system 
of socialist production? 

It is true that the Law on Enterprises and the Law on 
Cooperatives do introduce the profiit motive as an incentive 
to production with efficiency of quality goods and services. 

Is that no capitulation to the central principle of the market 
economy system? One answer is that it is not the profit 
motive as such that forms the pivot of the capitalist system; 


but rather mUl .ttoOMq*! lt2& aRErop^atjon of syyrplys vg^e 
from waoe labour . In so far as the new laws do not permit 
the employment of wage labour but insists on worker-owned 
family co-operatives, what is encouraged is still socialist 
collective labour without exploitation. 

The new laws seem rather hastily put together and will 
probably need radical revision after a few years of actual 
practical experience. But they do not, according to many 
reasonable marxist thinkers, involve any apitulation to the 
market economy system in principle. This will probably continue 
as a matter for debate for some time. 

3. CPSU Leadership of the World Communist Movement 

An Araerical masxist was telling to ‘me--the-other'day' that 
they can- no longer look to Moscow for leadership in the World 
communist movement, but will have to develop their own inde¬ 
pendent thinking and strategy. The argument was that the 
CPSU was so pre-occupied with political and economic problems 
of the Soviet Union, as to relegate assistance to and leader¬ 
ship of the world wide revolutionary movement to a much lower 
priority. 

There is indeed some truth in such reflections and expre¬ 
ssions of anxiety. But has the world revolutionary movement 
so far been too dependent on the CPSU for assistance and 
guidance as to lose its own local initiative? Not counting 
C&ina, and to a certain extent in $he Indian CPM as well as 






Euro-communism in general, the dependence relationship has 
often led in many countries to a weakened contact with the 
local masses and their struggles and aspirations. Excessive 
Moscow dependence has been one of the factors in the rise of 
careerism in many leftist parties. 

China 1 s independent line has been more pragmatically 
oriented tha n Berestroika-alasnost. Within Chinese party 
circles there is even some questioning of marxism-leninism 
as an alien ideology as well as an attempt to formulate a 
new socialist ideology derived only partly from marxism- 
leninism and incorporating revised neo-Confucianist values 
and perceptions. Similar developments may take place in 
other leftist parties. In the Democratic People*s Republic 
of Korea, an the other hand, a new ideoJiogy has already 
developed and is being pursued. Moscow has not been able 
to mitigate the personality cult already developed in 
North Korea as an integral part of this new ideology. 

Latin American leftist parties are also in the process of 
developing somewhat parochialistic socialist ideologies of 
liberation which substantially deviate from Orthodox maxxism. 

The GPSU knows that it cannot control or direct the world 
revolutionary movement. It is part of the new thinking to 
decrease the dependence and to permit freedom for development 
of revolutionary strategies related to varying cultural and 
socio-economic realities. It is difficult enough to control 
and co-ordinate revolutionary thinking within the Soviet Union 
itself. But the CPSU is not asking the various revolutionary 



parties and movements to fend for themselves* They seem to be 
ready to seek a more democratic relationship among the progre- 
ssive movements of the world. It is not the case that the 
first revolutionary state of socialism is lying aside its 
world leadership role. But that role will now be exercised 
on a more democratic and pluralistic style than before, in 
order to reduce parasitism and dependence relationships. This 
does not mean however that leftist parties of the Two-third 
world can no longer expect assistance from the GPSU and the 
Soviet Union. But that assistance will be administered in 
such a way as to promote greater self-reliance, more 
creativity in Initiatives, and a more perceptive integration 
with the struggles and aspirations of national masses. Indian 
parties have to seize the initiative at this point and apply 
some perestroika to their own structures. 

•. Soviet Military Power in Jefence of Socialism elsewhere 

Clearly in a socialist state like Poland, the reactionary 
groups are now testing the resolve of Soviet military power. 

The recrudescence of Solidarity and the Roman Catholic Church*s 
more open identification with it seem to be based on the 
perception that Soviet military power will only be used as a 
last resort in checking reactionary movements. In Hungary 
and Czechoslovakia reactionary movements are more cautious, 
but they seem to be biding their time, watching developments 
in Poland. 




The CPSU position appears to be that Eastern European 
socialist states should develop their own strength among the 
masses, and not depend on Soviet military power to sustain 
and promote socialism handed down from above. 

Certainly the west will exploit this situation, and 
strategies for undermining socialism in Eastern Europe as a 
first step to overthrowing Soviet powsr are already well *- 
developed. 

It is my understanding that the CPSU has not made any 
dogmatic decisions about the use of Soviet military might, 
but developing a strategy of "flexible response” in relation 
to the worldwide revolutionary movement. 

5. Assessment of Stalin 

The present CPSU assessment of Stalin seems totally 
negative. There is no mitigation of this judgment by recogn¬ 
ition of some of his positive achievements during the resistanc 
to Nazi aggression and in the post-war economic development 
in the Soviet Union. 

There is no doubt that Stalinist atrocities and repression 
gave a lot of grist to the mill of world—wide anti-communism. 
Alas, too many people in the world think of Communism in terms 
of brutal assasinations, ruthless bloodshedding and repression 
of all civil liberties. Much of Stalinist excesses and 
personality cult can in no way find justification on marxist 
grounds. 



The ethos is the Soviet Union today is rather emotionall] 
anti-Stalin, and it has become difficult to say something 
positive about Stalin these days. 

1 believe it will be a major contribution if the leftist 
parties in India could achieve a more balanced assessment of 
Stalin, without playing down ar justifying his inhuman treat¬ 
ment of his colleagues, the unnecessary killings, the insti¬ 
tutions of correction, the disruption of mutual trust in 
Soviet society as a whole and so on. 

6. Is Perestroika Revlslonism? 

On the surface the CPSU programme of Perestrolka-Glasnos 
seems to have been made up of much that it previously 
condemned as revisionism and Dubeekian 'socialism with a 
human face*. 

As far as I know, a full philosophical basis for 
Perestroika has not yet been developed by Soviet Marxist 
philosophers. Even veterans like Fedoseyev and Ambartsumov 
are hard put to provide such a well-reasoned Marxist-Lenlnisi 
foundation for Perestroika, with a fundamental ontology and 
epistemology. Even the philosopher of Perestroika, Ivan I. 
Frolov, who has now become Gorbachev's advisor, has not so 
far as I know worked out such a Marxist—Leninist basis for 
the new thinking. 

There is reason at present to avoid such fundamental 
thinking, because Marxism recognizes, though not openly, the 





difficulties of such philosophical reasoning in terms of 
both ontology and epistemology. 

The tendency therefore is largely to stay at a more 
pragmatic level of reflection. The humanism that is being 
developed reveals an uncomfortable kinship with western 
liberal humanism. Values and principles are affirmed with¬ 
out grounding them in fundamental reflection. Such pragmatism 
is the hall-mark of western bourgeois liberalism and the 
market economy system which it has spawned or which has spawned 
it. 


There is no doubt in my mind that there can be no recon¬ 
struction without revision. But the sloganeering about 
revisionism in which CPSU previously engaged was itself 
probably based on mis-understandlngs about what constitutes 
authentic marxism, Marxism as scientific socialism cannot 
make the teachings of Marx, Engels and Lenin or one inter¬ 
pretation of that teaching into some kind of raarxist-leninist 
dogma. 

Scientific socialism cannot be dogmatic. It must 
constantly revise its theoretical base in order to account 
for and effectively deal with empirical historical and social 
phenomena as they progressively unfold themselves. However 
that theoretical base must have some essential continuity. 

Some points of reference like exploitation as appropriation 
of surplus value from wage-labour, the class struggle, the 
leading role of the working class, ownership of the means of 
production, the link between relations of production (political 
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economy) and the means of production (science-technology- 
organisation) etc. have to be preserved, for it is not possible 
to assess historical and social phenomena without a theore¬ 
tical base derived from previous experience and reflection. 

Terms like revisionism in a pejorative sense make no 
sense. Human Reflection involves by necessity a dialectic 
between theory and practice. And good theory is one that is 
continually revised in relation to practice. Hence it is not 
much use debating.whether Perestroika is revisionism. The 
more important question is whether Perestroika involves a 
fundamental departure, both in theory and practice, from the 
marxist-leninist tradition as it has developed through 140 
years or so of world-wide experience and reflection. It 
seems too early to make a well-grounded answer to that 
question. But the debate must go on. 


TOWARDS A PHILOSOPHY OF POLITICAL ECONOMY 
A PRELIMINARY EXPLORATION 

(Paulos Mar Gregorios) 

Since 1989 it has become difficult to speak in 
terms of a 'scientific socialism'. Marxism-Leninism did 
speak of itself as scientific socialism. The term referred 
sometimes to a dynamic set of theory and practice, and at 
other times to a particular socio-economic formation created 
by the law-governed forces of matter in historical development. 

The universal model of 'scientific socialism' was the 
one evolved in the Soviet Union since 1917, though each nation 
had to create its own version of that model, adapted to local 
conditions. Today it is clearly acknowledged that the Soviet 

and European models did not work, led to stagnancy and stifling 
of creativity, and were basically anti-human. With the dis¬ 
crediting of the model, there comes about a radical questioning 
of the very possibility of a 'scientific socialism'. 

However, many countries which were constrained by the 
forces of history to follow this model (more or less) for four 
decades or more and which have in 1989 consciously abjured this 
model, are now on the look-out for new models. 



Time, however, is at a premium in this process of 
shaping new models. Hardly can one ask for the time needed 
to work out all the theoretical pre-suppositions for such a 
new model. Eperimentation with new institutions and new relations 
has already begun in at least eight countries, beginning with 
China, and including the Soviet Union, Czechoslovakia, Poland, 
Hungary, Bulgaria, Romania and G.D.R., as also perhaps in Albania 
and Yugoslavia. 

While these experiments are going on, incorporating 
elements of a market economy into what was previously a socialist 
economy in various stages of realisation, it may not be altogether 
idle to begin som« work on the theoretical principles which should 
underlie these new societies. It is this work which we regard as 
leading, not to a revised scientific socialism, but to a provisions 
formulation of basic princjbles that I would call a philosophy of 
political economy. The building up of institutions and structures 
based on these principles will take time; in the meantime these 
principles can serve as a set of criteria by which to assess 
existing institutions and to project new institutions. 

I would like to submit that there is no given methodology 
by which one can proceed to the formulation of these principles. 
Even acknowledged principles like human rights, democracy, justice 
peace and the integrity of the biosphere will need philosophical 
justification. Neither can one simply accept without criticism 
the stated and unstated principles of existing market economies. 



Can one take some principle like "Global Humanism" 
and proceed to amplify its meaning and implications ? 

This is not only notoriously difficult, but often impractical, 
it now seems. Nor can we take one single thinker, like Marx 
or Gandhi and build on his thought. What about some religious 
scriptures like the New Testament, the Mosaic Law, the Quran, 
the Vedas or the Upanishads, the Gita or the Dhawmapada ? 

These can of course be consulted, but no one of them can be made 
absolutely normative for the kind of pluralistic societies we 
envisage. But these do have a role- to which we must give 
attention. 

I know there are many in the West who shy away from 
asking fundamental questions and are content to reduce such 
questions to a simple problem of political ethics. This is 
because they forget the groundedness of all ethical considerations 
on some more fundamental perceptions of reality. 

And perhaps a good enough starting point for a significant 
political philosophy would be to examine some of the basic 
assumptions of both Marxism and Liberalism, hoping thereby to 
formulate some fundamental assumptions of our own. 



The Basic Assumptions of Yesterday's Marxism- Leninism 


We have today no official spokespersons for 
Marxism-Leninism- no authoritative philosopher can even 
tell us today what Marxism-Leninism ought to be. We can 
only be very tentative therefore in stating its fundamental 
assumptions. I suggest that we ask the following five 
questions to both Marxism and Liberalism. 

1. What is reality like ? (Ontology) 

2. How do we know ? (Epistemology) 

3. Where do we l)umans fit in, as knowers, 

agents, etc ? (anthropology) 

4. What is the role of the State and 

other institutions ? (Political science) 

5. How can we promote, direct and regulate 

the free, creative power of the people ? (political 

economics & culture 

I do not propose to answer these questions 
on behalf of Marxism or Liberalism. I can only point out 
some problems which we need to keep in mind, in answering 
these and other questions. 



What is Reality like ? How do we know ? 


Orthodox Marxism, till a few years ago, had a 
clear answer to this question. If you ask "what is there?", 
the answer would be "matter-energy, self-existent, infinite, 
auto-dynamic, auto-creative, in process of dialectical develop¬ 
ment". The formulation is my own, the content compiled from 
writings and conversations of competent marxist philosophers. 

In a world where what was revisionism yesterday 
becomes Orthodoxy today, fundamental philosophers of marxism 
are understandably reluctant to discuss basic ontological and 
epistemological questions. They join, it would appear, in the 
western liberal camp at this point and are satisfied either with 
a strategy-oriented pragmatism or even the naive realism of 
liberalism. 

We cannot, however, escape or evade these questions 
if we want to have a modicum of consistency in this regard. The 
self-existent matter»energy ontology has no scientific basis. 
Perceptive Marxist thinkers also know that atheism is as un¬ 
scientific as theism. Even the great soviet anti-God journal 
"Religion and Science" today recognizes that. The assertion 
that matter-energy in process of development is what we observe, 
with our limited mental equipment^would be more scientifc than 
any affirmations of science about theism or atheism. 



But does western liberalism have a stronger foundation 
than cheap pragmatism and naive realism for its own ontological 
positions ? The answer is no. Liberalism finds strategies 
for evading the issue. The issues raised by quantum physics 
about the non-determinate character of the smallest units of 
reality as modern physics envisage them (particles-waves, and 
now quarks) do not yield to observer-independent objective 
study or expectations of law-regulated predictability. 

I am not asking either Marxism or Liberalism to come 

« 

forward with more precise and scientifically demonstrable onto¬ 
logies. 1 am only asking them and others to be aware that such 

ontologies do not exist. Every ontology, whether naive realism 

or goal-governed pragmatism, is a leap of faith, which has no 

demonstrative proof: by their fruits Ye shall know them. 

I will not go deeper here into the problem of ontology. 

I have pointed out the problem. It needs to be discussed, if 
only to make us aware of the fact that our social choices are 
rather arbitrary, and may even turn out to be quite foolish. 

Neither do I want to dwell long on the problem of 
epistemology - the question of how we know and whether what we 
seem to know is reliable knowledge and to what extent. Marxism 
moved some yearse ago from the"copy theory* of Lenin to a revised 
epistemology which takes for granted that reality is faithfully 
reflected in the human social consciousness - again an assertion 
which has no scientific basis. Epistemology is that discipline 



which shows us again how uncertain is that knowledge which we 
often take to be so certain. 

These ontological and epistemological uncertainties 
of the scientific rational-critical method have direct con¬ 
sequences for our envisioning of a new model for political 
economy as we shall soon see. 



II What is Man ? 


In neo-marxism, the guiding analytical principle has 

become global humanism rather than historical materialism and 

the class struggle. The philosophers in the Soviet Union have 

in the last few years produced voluminous material on the 

human being in nature and the human being in society. President 

Gorbachev has even set up in Moscow an Institut Chelaveka or 

Institute for Humanum Studies, with Pratfda editor I.T. Frolov 

as Chairman of the Board. I had the privilege last year of 

interviewing some of the researchers at this institute. If 
they had some idea on the methodology of humanum studies, 

they were unable to communicate such ideas to me. 

Since human persons and societies are materially and 
phenomenologically present in our world, humanum studies could 
very well aspire to be scientific - unlike fundamental ontology 
and epistemology which have no phenomenological object. The 
best hypothesis which accounts for most observed facts, and 
which enables us to predict the way human beings in the agg¬ 
regate do or should develop, would be the most scientific 
hypothesis on the humanum. 

In doing this, however, we have to observe the human 
in all h£s three dimensions - personal, sociai and transcendent. 
And there begins the parting of the ways. Western liberalism 



too often tries to give primacy to something called the 
"individual". I have tried to understand this word, which 
seems to be a culture-word of western bourgeois civilisation, 
for which many of our Asian languages lack a precise equivalent' 
Translated in&O Greek it becomes atom (atomos) which literally 
means indivisible or 'uncuttable'. Surely we do not have 
scientific justification for conceiving individuals as pre¬ 
existing society and therefore constituting it by something 
like a social contract. That mythical image of the social 
contract among equal individuals fitted in nicely with the 
interests of 19 th century capitalism. 

Today we know that no human being can become one 
except in society. Embrily^s may be developed in a glass dish, 
and infants can be given birth without two persons meeting 
socially. But an infant can grow up to be a human being only 
in society. Becoming a human being is essentially a social 
process, and without looking at the process itself we cannot 
draw up any theories of human becoming. 

Hegel sought to provide a theory of human becoming 
( Menschwerdunq ). Menschwerdunq is the German equivalent of 
Greek enanthropesis or Incarnation, a theological concept. 


Hegel sought to reinterpret what he regarded as the myth of God 



becoming Man in Christ Jesus in universal terms, as the 
Absolute Idea historically realizing itself in the Human Being.^ 

For Hegel, the History of the World is God's history, i.e. 

history of the development and the realization of Geist . or 

o 

God's Holy Spirit. It is God as spirit, as freedom incarnate, 

that is being shaped and formed in history, as subject of the 
history of humanity. The State, even the monarchic state, for 
Hegel especially the monarchic Prussian state, is an embodiment 
of Geist, of Divine Reason in human social form. 

We need to pay some attention to this contention of Hegel 
that the state does not arise from a social contract of the 
people, but from the embodiment of Divine Freedom with Virtue: 


"A government of some kind, however, is always 
in existence. The question presents itself then, 
Whence did it (English government) emanate ? 
Theoretically, it proceeded from the people; 
really and truly from the National Convention and 
its Committees. The forces now dominant are the 
abstract principles - Freedom, and, as it exists 
when within the limits of the Subjective Will - 
Virtue. This Virtue has now to conduct the 


1. Hegel uses Menschwerdunq in both senses in his 
Phaenomenoloqie des Geistes (Suhrkamp. 1973. see pages 505, 
545, 552, 566f. 570) 

2. GWF Hegel, The Philosophy of History , (E.T.J»Sibree&) 

Dover, New York, 1956 p. 457. ^ 




government in opposition to the Many, whom their 
corruption and attachment to old interests, or a 
liberty that has degenerated into license, and 
the violence of their passions, render unfaithful 
to Virtue" 3 

Thus for Hegel, the Absolute Idea is Freedom with 
Virtue guiding the human will in history. Different forms of 
the state seek to embody it in human history. When either 
freedom or the good is compromised, the Spirit breaks out, 
destroying the old form of the state and creating a new one, 
through the fresh exercise of reason. 

The French Revolution was the <^odal event of World 

History as Hegel saw and experienced it. Liberalism is the 

product of that event, and the principle of all modern states, 

4 

according to Hegel. What compromised Liberty was •fitbligious 

slavery promoted by the Roman Church. The liberal state becomes 

rotten because of the fetters of church despotism, especially 
in the Latin countries of Europe. 


3. Hegel, Philosophy of History op.cit. p. 450 


4. ibid 


p. 452 




Becoming human, or Menschwerdunq is an eminently 


political-social-economic process, which includes all social 

5 

institutions, the State as well as the Church. But Freedom 
is always compromised. In the state, as also in the Church, 
the Few (the aristoi ) emerge as power-wi£lders and suppress 
the freedom of the many, possessing property on behalf of the 
people and practising non-virtue. Here Reason revolts again, 
and the truly human asserts its nature as freedom-in-virtue; 
absolute self-determiniation ( Eiqensinn ) through the Germanic 
(Barbarian) spirit which invaded the Roman Empire, destroyed 
the corrupt state, and made itself into a new Romanitas or 
Christianitas in Charlemagne's Christendom. 

For Hegel, the German Spirit is the true spirit of 

freedom, as manifested in the Reformation, as well as in the 
development of the secular realm where freedom can develop 
without religious constraints. 

All this history is part of humanity’s becoming 
human - hominisation as Teilhard de Chardin called it. But 
finally and ultimately human becoming is an internal event, 


5. See in this connection, Hans Kueng. Menschwerdunq 
Gottes - Eine Einfuhrung in Hegels theologisches 
Denken als Prolegomena zu einer 
Kuenftigen Christologie, Herder, Freiburg, 

B^asel, Wien, 1970 



a thought- ’event produced by thoughtwork, Denkarbeit . in 


the inner world of the Geist, not in the state or in organized 
religion, according to Hegel* This happens only when the 
human Self realizes its identity with the Absolute Idea: "das 

Se . lbst ist das absolute Wesen " f more or less on an analogy 
with the Vedantic aham Brahmas<ti. ( I am Brahman) 

The Absolute has to be apprehended, not as substance, 

7 

but as subject; the single human being experiences oneself as 
unmediated God ("Er ist der unmittelbar gegenwaertige Gott"), 
the local presence of the uhiversal consciousness in determined 
existence. It is a feat of reinen Denkens , pure thought, by 
which the self, recognizing itself in the light of the other, 
becomes conscious of the other as of the same origin and comes 
back to the Self as the Self-for—others and Self-in-itself. 


6. Hegel, Phaenomenoloqie . oo. cit * p. 545 


7. ibid p. 552 





Ill The Marxian Overturning 


Immediately after Hegel wrote the last pages 
of his Phenomenology there was thunder in Jena, the tranquil 
little university town of Weimar, the ttft/n of Fichte and 
Schelling, of Goethe and Hegel. Napoleon, as history on 
horseback, marched into and through Jena in 1806, ravaging 
and plundering. 

Feuerbach and the Young Hegelians turned Hegel 
around, to the great delight of Marx, who was boun 12 years 
after the Jena earthquake* As a young student at the university 
of Berlin, Marx kad paid tribute to the Hegelian system: 


"In this system - and herein is its great 
merit- for the first time,the whole world, 
natural, historical, intellectual, is presented 
as a process, i*e. as in constant motion, change, 
transformation, development; and the attempt is 
made to trace out the internal line that makes a 
continuous whole of all this movement and 
development". 8 


But with the Young Hegelians, Marx developed his basic 
atheism, which dates back at least to his doctoral dissertation 
of 1841 at Jena in which he rejected Democritan atotonjlsm and 


8. Marx and Engels, Selected Works in 3 vols 


Moscow, Progress, 1973, Vol III p. 130 


-15 


espoused Epicurean atheism, and human freedom based on the 

absence or non—being of God* Fear is the ground of unfreedom, 

especially fear of mythical beings* Epicurus "knows no other 

o 

nature but the mechanical" according to the Young Marx* 

Nature was not an object of worship; the heavenly bodies 
have to be brought down to the same status as earthly bodies; 
they too are matter* Matter is the One; there is naught else. 

"Epicurus is therefore the greatest representative 
of Greek Enlightenment, and he deserves the praise 
of Lucretibs: 

•Humanity lay grovelling on earth 

Before human eyes, crushed by the oppression of religj 
Religion whose menacing head hovered over men from 

heaven 

Striking horror into mortal minds; 

Then 7 a mortal man of Greece stoocjfop in defiance 

Standing erect with that defiant look 

The gods of the fables did not crush him 

Nor did heaven peal forth its thunder and lightning •« 

Therefore behold, religion now lies prostrate and 

gro>lling 1c 

We are the ones to triumph, level with the heavens" 


This materialism- atheism of Marx is not too hard to 
refute. The refuting arguments will be of the same word¬ 
spinning and abstractiorv^weaVing type as Epicurus or Hegel 
or Marx have used* Marx is so heavily dependent on Holllach's 


9. Karl Marx, Frederick Engels, Collected Works 
Vol. I Progress, 1975. p* 71 

10* ibid p. 73 free English translation of Lucretius 

present author* s* 
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System of Nature . which reflects a pet notion of Europe 
that all religion arises from a fear of the natural elements 
transferred to a mythical God. 

I have dwelt at some length on this point because 
religious foundations are perhaps the most relevant single 
aspect that this lecture wants to dwell upon. 

Western political philosophy traces its descent through 

12 

the Greek philosophers to the Latin Varro and the Latin 
North African Augustine. Augustine's City of God was written 
in instalments during the long period 413-426 A.D. 

It was a time similar to what Eastern Europeans are now 
experiencing, when old institutions were crumbling and the 
new had not taken shape. Except that the collapse of the 
system involved a great deal of loss of life and property, on 
account of the descent of the Barbarians and the sack of Rome 
by Alaric in 410 A.D. 


11. London, 1770 

12. Marcus Terentius Varro (116-27 BCE) was a polymath whom 
Quintillian called "the most learned of the Romans", 
wrote 700 books, and laid the foundations of medieval 
European education. His De €?hilosophia lists 288 schools 
of Philosophy. 6f Augustine, city of Go? XIX:1 


Augustine's City of God did not serve either as a 
political model or as a philosophy of history in« his life-time. 
His contemporaries largely rejected Augustine's teachings, as 
not faithful to the gospel and to the received tradition. 

More than 160 years later, Augustine's writings were 

promoted by the one the west calls St.Gregory the Great (540-604) 

AD 

(neither the sainthood nor the greatness of Gregory is acknowledge 
by the non-Roman churches), who became Pope in 590. Son of a 
Roman Senator and himself Prefect of Rome before becoming a monk, 
Gregory decided to assert the imperial power of the westrn church 
over against the already devious imperial power of the Byzantine 
Greek church at Constantinople. He appointed governors for 
Italian cities and enacted laws for the ecclesiastical and civil 
realms backed only by the prestige of the Roman See in the vacuum 
left by the lack of a western Emperor. He was not only a great 
preacher, great ascetic, great writer, and great organizer. He 
was above all a holy man who was also one of the greatest of 
political power brokers in history. He was the one who populari¬ 
zed the ideas of Augustine and laid the foundations of Christian 
civilisation in the west. As Servus Servorum Dei , a title 
which Gregory appropriated for himself, he laid the foundations 
of an ecclesiastical imperium which has lasted to this day. 



You celebrate Gregory's feast day on March 12th. 

This is a time to recognize how great a role the Papacy 
plays even today in changing history. Eastern Europe 
should recognize the key role played by Pope John Paul II 
in bringing down the "Yalta Communism" of the six East 
European countries in 1989- the communism from above 
imposed by the Yalta agreement of Roosevelt, Churchill 
and Stalin in 1945. 

Marx over-turned what Gregory with the aid of Augustine 
had set^p in the sixth and seventh centuries. Now Marx has 
been over-turned, at least in parts of Eastern Europe. 

Europe is on the verge of reconstructing the old Romanitas 
in a new form. That is what we hear when we hear of the 
European Home idea - Christentum- Romanitas in a new form 
of neo-colonial imperium aspiring to universal domination. 

It is about this Marxian overturning of the Augustinian- 
Gregorian political economy and the current partial over¬ 
turning of the Marxian political economy that I wish to make 
my main point, which I can only briefly state here. 



IV 


The State and The Transendent 

r* 


This is the key issue of my paper. Does the 
State have or need any transcendent reference ? Can the 
secular realm be self-sufficient in providing the principles 
of a political economy ? 

Plato, the spiritual father of the west did not 

think so. For him God is the beginning, the middle, and the 
13 

end. Eternal justice is God's minister. Men who exalt 
themselves above this standard shall destroy themselves and 
their state. God is the measure of all things, not man, as 
some say. 


What the Romans did was to reduce God to gods - 
little capricious powers who could be placated and from whom 
favours could be elicited by sacrifice. These gods Varro had 
defended as the foundation of Romanitas, and these gods the 
Christians had rejected. This reduction of God to gods one 
finds in Plato and later neo-platonism as well. Plato, in 
The Laws argues very strongly that a state ruled by those 
who have no sense of the Transcendent will be self-destructive. 


13. Plato, The Laws 715-716 

14. 837 ff. 




Augustine made that cruel and mis-leading opposition 


of man and God by positing two cities - one Civitas Dei , i.e. 
of God, and another the City of the Earth or the City of Man. 
In Bookm XV, Augustine makes the most unsophisticated and 
misleading polarisation; 


’’That (human) race we have divided into two classes, 
one that lives according to man and the other that 
lives according to God. In symbolic fashion we call 
these two cities . that is two communities of men, 
of which one is predestined to reign eternally with 
God, the other to suffer eternal punishment with 
the devil". 14 


Augustine's understanding of history is that it is the 

realm where the two cities co-exists, i.e. "the faithless, 

worldly city”, and the "heavenly city" part of which is an earth 
as a pilgrim. The celestial city has nothing to do with the 
temporal laws of the earthly state; but does not break them. 

The heavenly city has its own peace, but respects the peace of 
the worlds 


"The earthly city, which does not live by faith, 
seeks an earthly peace, and therein eeutt contrives 
a civic harmony of command and obedience ... 

The heavenly city, on the other hand, or rather 
that part of it that is a stranger on the earth 
and lives by faith, also uses that peace because 
it must, until the mortality that makes it 
necessary shall itself pass away" 16 


14. Augustine, City of God ; XV;I. Eng Tr. 
J.W.C. Wand, London, OUP, 1963 

15. ibid . XIX; XVII 

16. XIX; XVII. o£. cit. p. 348 


Despite this unjustifiable separation of the City of 
God and the City of Man, Augustine had established the principle 
of Transcendence, by positing the Divine as existing side by 
side with the human, in a tenuous and non-integral co-existence 
of the two cities. As Pope Gregory and his successors shaped 
the European State, the City of God, represented by the Papacy, 
came to have authority over the City of Earth. What Europe did, 
to integrate the two disjunct cities of Augustine, was to place 
one under the other, and to derive the civil authority for the 
temporal state from God through the Pope. The Transcendent 
which hovered around the temporal in a somewhat loose way in 
Augustine, was anchored inside the Temporal as supreme, by 
making the state also God-derived. The Prince was now no longer 
deriving his authority from the temporal state, but from the 
divine source through the Papacy. 

V. TheState as Representation 

1 7 

Eric Voegelin, in his The New Science of Politics 
argues that the government represents the State, which in turn 
represents the people, organized into a body for corporate actio 
Representative here means both agent and image. Formerly Kings 


17. University of Chicago ; press, 1952 




used to represent the people and the state. Today institutions 
do that job. Voegelin says this is a peculiarity of Graeco- 

Roman and Western civilisations only - based on the prior arti- 

1 8 

culation of the "individual" as a representable unit. This 
can be contested. 


Voegelin says that in the great Far Eastern and Middle 
Eastern empires, this was not the case. These empires regarded 
themselves as representatives, or agents and images, not of the 
people, but of a transcendent divine order. He documents this 
from the Behistun Inscription, celebrating the feats of Darius I 
of Persia, who regarded himself as representative and tool of 
Asuramazda. The Mongol King Kuyuk Khan wrote in the 13th century 
to Pope Innocent IV (1243-1254), who invited the Khan to receive 
Christian baptism. 

If you say, I am a Christian; I adore God; 

I despise the others, How then shall you know 
whom God forgices and to whom He grants His 
mercy ? How do you know that you speak such 
words ? By the power of God, from the rising 
of the sun to its setting all realms have been 
granted to us. Without the Order of Ood How 
could anyone do anything"? 19 


18. op. cit. p. 50 

19. cited by E.Volgelin, op. cit . p. 57 



The Asian monarfhs and emperors did not make any 
claim to derive their authority from the people or to 
represent them. They claimed to represent God. This seems 
to have been the case in medieval Christendom also, though 
in the Graeco-Roman tradition, especially in Athenian demo¬ 
cracy, the people- representation claim had been made. 

What the modern, post-Enlightenment post- 1789, western 

world had done is to reject the monarchic principle of God- 
representation, and replace it with the democratic principle 
of people- representation. 

This democratic principle is only one strand in the 

western tradition* The Romanitas and Christentum traditions 
are clearly that of integrating the divine and the human in 

the social order. Augustine separated them, but they came 

back together again in medieval Christendom* In the Romanitas 

tradition the Pontifex is the bridge-builder between the 

divine and the human. Cicero recognizes this and in his 

De natura deorum philosophically justifies the divine-human 

nature of civil society, as the original situation until the 

charm was broken by the mysticism of the individual and the 

secularisation of society. This was also the earlier Greek 

society reflected in Homer and Hesiod - a community of close 
interaction between gods and humans. Even Alexander of 

Macedonia, who got his inspiration from the Persian Conquerors, 



was not a believer in Athenian democracy. Neither was that 
democracy totally secular. Alexander's mentor, Aristotle, 
himself thought the rule of the many pretty bad, one is the 
Lord” 20 

The Christians did not dedivinize the social order; they 
only drove out the many gods of Rome, and put the one God of 
Jews and Christians in their place. Only gradually did the 
Triune God of the Christians take the place of the one God of 
the Jews as the author of taxis or civil order. 

What Augustine or using him Pope Gregory did, was to 

dedivinize the civil order and to concentrate divinity in the 
ecclesiastical order - thus paving the way for the civil order 
to assert its total independence of the ecclesiastical order 
in the French Revolution, the Enlightenment and the process of 
secularisation. 

Eric Voagelin does not think that the secular order 
began with the French Revolution and the European Enlightenment 
of the 18th century. He thinks it began much earlier in a 
re-birth of Gnosticism. It was western Christianity which de- 
divinized the temporal order, by transferring divinity to the 
Church by Augustine. 


20. Aristotle: Metaphysics 1076 A 




But Charlemagne’s Christendom built back the transcen¬ 
dent into the State, by the identification Romanitas = 
Christianitas * Christian Roman Empire of Charlemagne and 
his successors. The State was re-divinised by medieval 
Christendom; assumed by Byzantium earlier, and after the fall 
of Constantinople to the Turks, by Moscow, the Third Rome. 

The European Enlightenment, the French Revolution and 

the Process of Secularisation - all these mark a new de-divi- 

nisation of that which had been re-divinised. In that process, 

the transcendent is domesticated. The people take the place 

of the transcendent God as the ultimate source and authority 

for all power. This overthrow of the Transcendent in order 
to affirm the sovereignty of the Human is what undergirds both 
products of the European Enlightenment - Democratic Liberalism 
and Marxism-Leninism- 

In the common European Home, where Marxists and 
Liberals are now to come together for a new programme of 
power-seeking and world domination, one doubts whether the 
the old bourgeois trick of the European Enlightenment will 
still work. 

In Kant’s small but powerful essay on "What is the 
Enlightenment ?" he defines it as the assertion of adulthood 
by humanity, a humanity which only because of its timidity 



failed to come into its own inheritance as sovereign 
humanity. He, however, immediately goes on to say that 
such sovereignty can be exercised only by the "educated 
class", i.e. by middle class people with Bildung. 

When the European Home people speak of a Global 

Humanism, I suspect that in the back of their minds, they 

regard European humanity as the true adult humanity. They 

may be willing to recognize by painful necessity, the 

Americans and perhaps the Japanese also as nearing maturity. 

But the rest of humanity like Asia and Africa particularly, 

and also Latin America (which is largely European) will 

need a long period of European tfettelage before they become 

mature enough, adult enough, to handle the great responsibilit 
of human sovereignty. 

Global humanism in principle; but in practice, 

however, only a part of humanity, the technologically and 
industrially advanced humanity can exercise leadership of 

that humanity. This principle is not always acknowledged 
in theory, but is implied in much of planning and action - 

in the economic and political policies of all industrially 

developed societies, including socialist societies like 

the USSR and ex-socialist societies like those of Eastern 

Europe. China does not quite go along that line. 



V. The Secular and The Sovereignty 


of the People 

I think both principles of European civilisation - 
the secular perspective on reality as self-existent and non- 
transcendent, and the affirmation of the sovereignty of the 
people which goes with the secular perspective - need thorough 
questioning and re-examination, before the principles on which 
to found a political economy can be formulated. 

The secular assumption is one of the most fatuous 
assumptions made by European civilisation, which has^funda¬ 
mentally distorted all our human institutions including the 
State and the Academy. The di^chotomisation of reality into 
sacred and secular was a direct consequence of Augustine's 
polarisation of the divine and the human. 

Feuerbach (1804-1872) stated it in his own terms, 

when he denied Hegel's notion of the pre-existence of the 
Absolute Idea or other logical categories before material 
evolution began.He was right in stating that Hegel's Absolute 
Idea was a philosophical term which served as a surrogate for 

the traditional belief in God. 


Friedrich Engels put it this way: 
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"With irresistible force Feuerbach is 
finally driven to the realization that the 
Hegelian pre-mundane existence of the Absolute 
Idea, the 'pre-existence of the logical categories' 
before the world existed, is nothing more than 
the fantastic survival of the belief in the existence 
of an extra-mundane creator; that the material, 
sensuously perceptible world to which we ourselves 
belong is the only reality.” 21 


The Feuerbachian reduction of the Transcendent 
to be identical with the future of humanity lies at the heart 
of modern secular culture in both its forms - Marxism and 
Liberal Democracy. 


No philosophy of political economy can really 
escape this fundamental issue.* The immanentist eschatology, 
i.e. the claim that the transcendence of God is identical 
with the future of humanity has its background in European 

civilisation's desperate drive to bring everything (including 

God) under the firm grip of its coqnitio . Hegel brought the 

Absolute Idea within human cognitian, and made that cognition, 

in its final state, the final fulfilment of the Absolute Idea 

itself, as it works out its potentiality into actuality in 

natural and human history. 


In western civilisation we can trace three attempts 
to domesticate God within the human - (a) the intellectual. 


21. Leuis S. Feuer, ed. Marx and Engels . Basic Writings on 
Politics and Philosophy . Doubleday Anchor, 1959. p. 210 




theoretical, exemplified by Hegel and Schelling, (b) the 
aesthetic-emotional, exemplified by Pentecostal sects, 
and (c) the volitional-activistic exemplified by Marxism 
Liberal Democracy and National Socialism. 

Religious Fundamentalism keeps the transcendent as 

transcendent, but by making the religious leadership the 

custodians of the transcendent, makes another pernicious 

kind of domestication of the Transcendent possible. At the 

moment this tendency is very strong in many religions, but 

noticeably so in Iranian and Saudi Arabian Islam, in some 

forms of resurgant Hinduism, Irish Roman Catholicism, Jewish 
Zionism, Khalistani Sikkhism, and Sri Lankan Buddhism, to 
cite a few of the more obvious fundamentalisms. 

Subtler forms of this attempt to domesticate the 
Transcendent can be seen also in the varieties of self¬ 
understanding of various expansionist cultures* e.g. Moscow 
as Third Rome, America's Manifest Destiny and China's Celestial 
Kingdom, all of which are used to justify forms of quest for 
hegemony, imperialism and world domination. 

Immanuel Kant, who in a philosophical sense is very 
much the Father and Prophet of the European Enlightenment, 
did not go as far as the ^domestication of the Transcendent 



in future human history, primarily because his basic 
standpoint was characteristically bourgeois and centred 
in the individual mind rather than in human history as a 
community experience. 


Kant did this by refusing to yield the teleological 

principle of understanding nature to the ambitions of the 

mechanical-causal principle of modern science. For him the 

22 

purposiveness of nature is an a priori concept, not one 

to be demonstrated by the empirical methods of science. The 

purposiveness of nature is a transcendental deduction of the 

critique of judgment. And Kant insists that the order of 

nature cannot be understood without the a priori principle 

of purposiveness. The teleological judgment about the 

purpose of nature (or the purpose of the created order as 
understood by us, if we speak in non-Kantian Christian 

theological terms) should form an integral part of any 
philosophy of political economy. For Kant this purposiveness 

can be understood only in a transcendental dimension: 


"In other words, nature, considered as mere 
mechanism, could have produced its forms in 
a thousand other ways without stumbling upon 
the unity which is in accordance with such a 
principle. It is not in the concept of nature 
but quite apart from it that we can hope to find 
the least ground a priori for this" 23 


22. See Kant, Critique of Judgment Eng. Tr. J.H. Bernard, 
Macmillan, 2nd ed. revised, pp. 20ff. 

23. 1. Kant, Critique of Judgement, oo. cit . p. 260 




It is reflection (for it is not a matter for empirics] 
science) on this purposiveness of the whole that the European 
Enlightenment tradition has neglected. The result is that 
the purpose of the whole has been replaced by partial purposes 
of human communities- like the establishment of national power, 
or imperium . or dominum terrae and so on. Liberal Democracy 
certainly operates on the pragmatic, arbitrary human choice 
of what a section of humanity wants. Marxism on the other han< 
defines the purpose of the whole as the establishment of the 
classless society, a stateless, creative, human community in 
history; it thus does not, at least in theory, fall into the 
trap of making parochial pragmatism and provincialist greed fo: 
domination its final purpose. 

But Marxism too has domesticated the transcendent 
purpose of the created order in accordance with a 19th century 
perception of the final goal of human history. Kant was 
very keen on affirming the transcendent character of the whole 
The whole is not the cause of the part as we understand 

causality: 

"To speak strictly ... the organisation of nature 

25 

has in it nothing analogous to any causality we know" 


24. o£.cit p. 277-278 

25. ibid p. 280 





The point of Kant is that 

(a) Reason is not a mere mechanism of nature; 

(b) Nature is not mechanical, but a purposive entity which 
cannot be understood apart from its purpose; 

(c) Nature is a system of purposes, and it is the function 
of human Reason to go beyond what Pure Reason can do 

( i.e, scientific, mechanical-causal explanation) to 

discern the nature of the purposiveness of nature, and 
to fulfil the creative human role within it in 
imagination, creativity and moral freedom. 


Kant goes on then to formulate the two ’’constitutive 
principles of the possibility of Objects; 

11 Proposition All production of material things is 
possible according to merely mechanical laws; 
counter-proposition : some production of material 
things is not possible according to merely mechanical 
laws" 26 


The two principles seem to be in conflict, in 
contradiction, looking like an antinomy in Reason itself, 
Kant says, however, that it is not so; but that we should go 
along with the first principle as far as it takes. Beyond 


26. 0£. cit p. 293 




that we need a different principle for assessing final causes. 
This cannot be given by experience-based use of pure reason; 
humanity needs to reflect. 

And as humanity has reflected, according to Kant, 

two sets of systems have emerged - Idealism and Realism. 

These systems, do not, however, provide that which they 
pretend to. Kant refers to the system of Epicurians, who 
accept* the idea of purposiveness in nature but denies 

intentionality. This is the system which Marx defended 
in his doctoral dissertation. Blind chance, or total 
randomness, is sufficient cause to explain what looks like 

purposiveness in nature, according to Epicurus and Marx. 

According to Kant Christian Theism , with the hylozoism 

it implies, does not give the philosophical ground for 

purposiveness either; though it is superior to all other 

27 

grounds of explanation, it still remains non-objective 

28 

as a judgment . It cannot be proved, not even by a 
future Newton. 

It is at this point that Kant goes beyond critical 
judgment to pure speculation. Culture, the creativity of 
human beings in accordance with chosen purposes, does not 


27. 


28 


pp 308-309 
pp. 311-312 




surrender its freedom to any a priori rules as to how it 
should function. These choices of humanity are made, however 
not primarily by an individual, but by the civil community 
which regulates the abuse of the conflicting freedoms of 
individuals. 

The climax of Kant's argument is that there is a 

final purpose for the very existence of the world; final 

purpose here means for Kant much more than what Aristotle 

put into that notion. A final purpose "needs no other as 

29 

the condition of its possibility" , i.e. the world exists 
because of its Idea - the idea of the highest good, inn 
freedom. This final purpose is humanity, not as a phenomenon 
but as a noumenon. Only human beings are capable of freedom 
in purposes, and so only in Man can the world achieve its 
purpose. This purpose of both world and humanity can exist 
only in an intelligent-*” ''World Cause (as highest artist)" 
but such a First Cause is t)ot open to Pure Reason; it is a 
fundamental a priori of human consciousness. 


29. pp 360-361 



And here Kant provided a moral proof f®r the 
Being of God, a proof which has not stood the test of time 
and has therefore been largely abandoned. It was a subjective 
argument which Kant knew to be not logically compelling; 
it was an appeal which could find a positive response from 
a moral being, one who acknowledges duties and responsibilities 

and therefore a moral law to which one is bound by nature. 

A morally sensitive person can recognize that the ground of 
the moral law one observes in one's own nature is a divine 

command. 


Today we recognize how weak Kant's argument is. 

It comes at the end of his Third Critique, and almost 
seems like an appendix which Kant added to escape the charge 
of Atheism (or to please his servant who complained about 
Kant's Critiques doing away with God). The Father of the 
European Enlightenment did not want a secular perception 
of the world, i.e. the idea that the world can be under¬ 
stood without reference to any entity transcending it. Kant 
was not "secular" as many children of the Enlightenment 
have become. 

I am here concerned, not with the weakness or 

strength of Kant's arguments, nor with his personal beliefs. 

What I am concerned is the acceptance of the secular principle 
as the basis of modern western civilisation. I can understand 



the historical circumstances under which the original anti- 
secular principle of the modern western state - i.e. cuius reqio 
eius reliqio (as king, so religion) has been repudiated and 
replaced by the other western political principle of separation 
of church and state. I can understand secularisation as a 
social, spiritual, intellectual process by which the domination 
of religion has been beaten back by the assertion of human 
freedom. 

But I cannot understand the driving out of God from 

academic science (as not a 'necessary hypothesis’) and from the 

State (secular state). If God is really the source and found¬ 
ation of all existence, how can there be a science or state in 
which that source and foundation of all existence, how ■ can — t h c r-e 

be— a aoi e rwc o r ot ai^e in which that source and foundation has 
no relevance ? 

Let me repeat - for me both the idea of the secular and 
the idea of the sovereignty of the people are ideas without 
foundation, mistaken ideas, based on arguments much weaker than 
the one advanced by Kant as moral argument for the existence of 
God. Modern Science is foundationally wrong, in so far as it 
pretends to explain everything without reference to God, by 
positing a self-existent, auto-developing "nature" which it then 



proceeds to explain by its causal laws. The modern state, 
whether Marxist or Liberal Democratic, is foundationally 
wrong, in so far as it affirms the principle of the sovereignty 
of the people, because there is absolutely no evidence, 
either in practice or in theory, that the people ever have 
been or will be sovereign. 



Conclusion 


We as humanity are at a great cross-roads. We need 
to understand the nature of the choices facing us. 

In relation to what is happening and has happened 
In the Eastern part of Europe and in the Soviet Union, I can 
unhesitatingly make the following affirmations; 

^a^ The model of Marxist-Leninist* Socio-economic 
and political development initiated by the Bolshevik 
Revolution of 1917 has not stood the test of time• 

(b) what was previously condemned by Orthodox 
Marxism-Leninism as "bourgeois revisionism" is now 
becoming official doctrine for some socialist countries, 
including China and the Soviet Union. 

(c) This does not mean a total discounting of the 

socialist experiment; some values established in socialism 

are now becoming increasingly normative even for market 

economies, e.g. a full employment society, the imperative 

to make education, health food, housing, clothing, 

communication and transport equitably accessible to all 

people according to need y whatever their economic and 
social status, geographical location, or religious, 

ideological and political convictions. Social justice 

has been demonstrated to be a goal to be pursued in all 
societies. People have become aware of the moral 



condemnability of domination, oppression, exploitation 
and great inequalities in standard of living. No 
political philosophy today can afford to ignore these 
basic norms. 

(d) The triumph of market economy capitalism 

is extremely temporary. Faced with the presence and 
challenge of socialism, the market economy system has 

developed highly sophisticated ways of overcoming crises. 

But the contradictions of capitalism are intrftjsic, and 

the system is bound to collapse by the weight of its 

own internal contradictions, sooner or later. Its 

temporary triumph, however, is quite substantial and 

in the countries of Eastern Europe, where the knowledge 

of the market economy has been from a distance, 

capitalism has won millions of open supporters. It 

also has received an enormous boost by the opening up 

of new investment and market possibilities in Eastern 

Europe, the Soviet Union and China. It can go on for 

a while, even if there is no. substantial increase in 

military budgets of nations. 

(e) By dint of sheer historical necessity new 
economies will develop which are mixtures of some 

socialist principles and practices mixed with prominent 



market economy features. Only the proportions 
of socialist and capitalist elements will vary in these 
new economies as well as the establishment economies 
like those of U.S.A. Germany and Japan, as well as the 
E.C. Pure capitalism is a thing of the past. Pure 
socialism is still a thing of the future. 

(f) The challenge that shows no signs of being met 

is to create new models of political economies based on 

our present insights about the nature of the world as 
process and of human beings in it. It may take quite 

a while before the incipient questioning of the values 

of the European Enlightenment the mechanistic and 

largely anti-human paradigm of scientific-technological 

development, and the fatuous and fallacious secular 

assumption will lead to the devising of totally new 

political economic models. Pushing that questioning to 

some creative levels is the present challenge before a 

philosophy of political economy. 
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Z is not quite inn why you have asked as to address you 
on t thla subject, That you are iritrestsd in the problems of the 
developing oountries I can understand. But why Kerala? Hany 
of you may not know ntuoh about this small state on the vest 
cost of South India, bora as a jrtate on 1st Hoveoeber 1956, about 

A 

1/5 the size of Sweden, with a population of kS 10 millionj 
Its land area is just 1.2754 of the who/le of India. Its 
population is 4^ of the total of India. The density of popula¬ 
tion ^35 per sq.km, is the highest among the Indian states, three 
times the Indian average whioh is already one of the highest in 
the world. The per oapita income in the state is about is. 400/- 
or V.8. jf 53.35, or Swed. or.26$ a year (G 1 t 5 crowns a month) 
a year. The average inoome of an Indian in Kerala is about 
15 cents U.S. a dayf 

And vs have a million people totally unemployed in our little 
stats. You know sometimes we get pretty desperate. On 5th April 
1957* 12 ye "re ago, we eleoted a totally oommniet Government to 
power in our State by fully democratic methods without any 
semblance of a violent resolution. In a fully free election, the 
first in the new state of Kerala, the Communist Party won 65 
Assembly seats ( ineluding 5 independents) out of a total of 
126, while the Congress, Bahru's party won only 45 seats. 

Of course our first Government, the Bed Government, did 
not last long. That was mainly the h job of our dog-oollar 
politicians (Cassock politicians, we are oalled in Kerala) - 
the clergy of the Christian ohurehes. You see about a fourth 
of the people of Kerala are Christians. They are not very rich. 
Neither are they the poo/faost class. Host of them are white 
collar workers, the lover middle olase, to which I myself belong. 

The middle classes in Kerala had always managed to keep 
the agricultural an* industrial working olassss down on the 
sooial and eoonomie scale. With the eoing to power of the 
communist party, this pioture began to change» 


The ^atablishment, which inoludea the landed gentry, the 
olergy and the oapltaliat class, decided to bring down the 
communist Government, In June 1959 they launohed a "liberation 
• oompaignln Kerala"• The Roman Catholic Chnroh took a leading 
role In the liberation struggle« Money flowed from ab/road 

and from the oapitalist classes to support the fight against 
the communist party* The churches trained "volunteers" arming 
them with crow-bars and bamboo spears to fight the oou unists, 

Nehru's central Government was waiting for the opportunity. 

As unrect grew in the stats, on 51st July 1959, the oomnrunist 
Government in Kerala was dismissed by the President of India* 

The President took over direct rule in the state* 

The next eleotion in I960 was a dramatic blow to the 
communists* Out of 126 seats, they oould gain only 29 seats, 
while the Congress, Muslim League, Praja-Socialist Party coalition 
took 94 seats,* 

This strong coalition has now completely broken up* She 
Congress has again split into two, giving birth to a new reactionary ' 
party called the Kerala Congress* The socialist parties as well 
as the oo munist parties have also broken up and ented* 

Today ws have in Kerali an unusual membsr of political parties* 
The present government in Kerala is a coalition of seven political 
parties, led by the two oomnunist parties* The more radical leftist 
ooamuaist party has the largest reprssentation in the Assembly 
holding 52 seats out of 155* The right communist and the 
Sooialist Party corns nsxt with 19 seats each* The Muslim League 
representing 5 million Kerala Muslim;have 14 seats* These four 
parties, along with three small parties, namely the Revolutionary 
Sooialist Party (6 scats), the Kerala Sooialist Party, the 
Agricultural^labour Party, floaT the present Government of Kerala* 

In the opposition is the Indian National Congress with 9 seats? 
the splintm'group the Kerala Congress with 6 5 seats and some 
6 independents some of whom support the Government* 

Our second Re4 Government ie then a somewhat funny red* It 
inoludes the communal and conservation Muslim League and the 
Roman Catholic agricultural labour party* But the vast majority 
are sai socialists of various shades of pink and red* 

They have been in porw er now for two years* How does this 
demooratioally eleoted oommunist Government function within the 
demooratlo constitution of the Federal Government of India? 



Is it wise i' or the uentraj. uovemneiu to anow Li uuumuiutt i/ 

government at to function freely within itself? Is not the oentre 
inviting subversion and revolution from within by letting the 
Kerala Government continue in power? These may be one set of 
questionsyou may want to ask me. And I shall try to answer them 
to the best of my knowledge* 

vjl 

The second set of questionsyo/ may want to ask me oaeperhaps 
the following. 

How does such a state Government work? Hqve they done any 
good for the state? What a sort of harm have they done? 

The communist party coming to power by democratic methods in 
this most literate, and most Ghristian of all Indian states, is 
a puzzle to many. I can advance at least four reasons for this 
development. 

First we have a social set-up which is basically oomnpmal. 

Our cjtlass division has not always been between capitalist and 
labourer, or between ^landlord and peasant. We have three main 
groups who have been economically warring against each other for 
centuries - the high caste Hindus / the low-caste Hindus, and the 
Christians. It is only in recent times that the Muslims have 
become econom cally and politically alive. The High Caste Hindus 
and the Christians have vied with each other to dominate the eoonomy 
and to keep political power. The low-caste Hindus and a large 
segment of poor Muslims formed the exploited group. They were 
the labourers, the landless peasarts, the "coolies" 

It is among this explorted group of lover caste Hindus and 
Muslims that the communist party has had its greatest influence. 

The fact that is is the most literate state in India helped 

here. The poorer classes vent to sohool, because everybody else 

did. There their minds were quickened. They began reading 

newspapers and the liberally supplied communist propaganda. 

Their political awareness because acute and informed. They 

began to revolt against their exploiters. Thus the two major 

factors that contributed to the communist party coming to power 

a. 

were the communal tringle in which two communities oompeted 
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with^ each other in exploiting a third, and secondly the high 
recite of literacy and the easy availability of education to the 
oppressed mm olasses. 

The two other reasons are also connected with the literacy 
factor. The consequence of unplanned educational expansion in the 
state in response to popular demand, was large scale educated 
unemployment. The Churches bear a great deal of responsibility 
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for having provided all that education* The British miasionaries 
(Chur oh Missionary Society) began the prooess by starting a few 
high eohools and oolleges owned by the church. The Roman Catholio 
Churoh soon took over from then* and found schools/ an excellent 

method to gain easy conversions and to keep its foot in the 

<2 

eetabllehnent* Other churches like nine followd shit* When 

^ i 

Christians began developing a large aunber of educational institution! 
Hindus end Manilas felt they had to do likewise* thus the idea of 
privately owned educational institutions snow-ballad, and to day 60$ 
of education in Kerala is in private hands* 


The high demand for education came from the hope of econoaio 
advanoeiqjdent* The rich and the poor alike sent their children to . 
school end college. Every village of any else began having its own 
uniwersity college* £11 those who wers educated wonted to have 
salaried jobs, and ofcourse the number of jobs avails le always 
fell short of the nunber of eduoated people* Thus educated 
uneaploynent mounted in an unprecedented way, leading to large 
seals frustration endsooial unrest* The structure of society whioh 
was unable to provide a living for all the cudoated became 
unpopular* The Communists exploited this unrest, and became the 
only hope of ohanging these structures. 


it. 


Christian preaching, which spoke about justice and welfare, had 


routed the ooneeienee of aony eduoated people against the injustice 
of a society which could not give a living wage or employment to 
large numbers of its population. But neither the Christian Churoh 
nor the congress party had any programs or strategy to deal with the 
eoonomle ett&etures of sooiety. Thus intellectuals also began to 
beeone revolutionary and they could find no other instrument than the 
oeamunist party with r.hfch to change society* Communist ideology thus 
spread among lntelleotuals, both Christian and non-ohtietian. 

A fourth factor was the preoenoe of large coals aony oorruption 
In the political/ parties of the establishment, especially Hehru*s 
Congress pax? party* Bribery and nepotism* misappropriation of state 
funds, began to spread in the Government* There was no Congress leader 
in the state who combined ability with integrity* This made large 
numbers of the middle class who had no particular liking for ooramunist 
ideology become anti-eongreea* Meanwhile there was division and 
schism within the eon rose party itself* Hew parties began to take 
shape* The oomauniate never gained more than 35$ of the votes, but 
because the remaining 63$ of votes were divided among five or 
six different warring parties, the communists were ablo to got 
sleeted in many oonetitueneiee* 



It la Interesting to note that in the 1967 election#* the two 
communist parties together got only 32$ of the votes, but secured 
53$ of the seats*. The two congress parties on the other hand gained 
43$ of the votes* but only 10$ of the seats* In a possible new 
a election, id only the two Congress parties would themselves unite * 
and seek the cooperation of the.socialist parties, they could 
easily gain the majority in the assembly. But they are unable to 
do so primarily due to want of enlightened and honest leadership 
among them. 

What prevents the centre from removing the communist ooalition 
from power in the state? In fact, after having been in power for 
two years, the communist parties would like to be kicked out from the 
seat of power. Only that way can they became martyrs and gain the 
ftXUrikfcX sympathy of the voters in the next election. The problems 
of Kerala are praotioally insoluble and any Government which stays in 
power for a long time is bound to beeome unpopular for not having 
dealt with the problem of educated and uneducated unemployment. If the 
Congress comes to power, they will also soon become unpopular. 

So the Central Government refuses to take preoipitate action. They 
expect the Communist Government to fall by the weight of its own 
inertia, and oontents itself by failing to give adequate financial 
assistance to the state* All t e new industries in India, both 
Government owned and private are being looated in other states, on 

the plea that the labour force in the state is communist controlled 

v 

and therefore unelinble. This helps only to make the problems of 
Kerala mix more and more insoluble, for without large soale industrial 
investment, the problem of unemployment cannot be solved. 

XXX XX 

Meanwhile what is the Communist coalition in the state achieving? 

-J 

Are they trying to deal with the eoonomio problems of the state? 

The answer is, basically,no. Why? In the first plaoe, the state 
government does not get much cooperation from the centre, in the 
allocation of industrial investment, as we have alwady already 
noted. Secondly, private oapital is also not interested in 
investing in the state hecaue. of a fear of labour unrest. 

Thirdly, there ie strong difference of opinion^the communists themselves 
as to the baeio strategy to be followed. 

The ri ht communists ( Moscow- oriented as some would wrongly 
label them) want genuine economic development in the state, and would 
not be Mw» fc to seeking to bring in oapital from East am Europe&$n 
countries or even from Japan. But they are a minority in the 
Govornmsnt, and are strongly opposed by the left communist party 
(Peking- oriented, some would ' ~ 



which alone can ultimately solve the problem of the whole of India 

/ and of mankind, ®hey would therefore be interested in giving more 

c-- 

privilegs to the poor peasant and the labourer* even at the expense 
of disrupting the economy. They appoint more and more/ of their 

y* 

sympathises to existing and newly created Government and corporation 
jobs. Thus they both secure the sympathy of the masses and at the 
same time manage to infiltrate the government with communists in 
the interestBof a future revolution. Government has now become 
the biggest white elephant in the country* consuming more than 56$ 
of the total budget of the state. One cannot get a /job today in 
Government without paying a huge bribe which oomes to several 
years salary. This bribe*or at least most of it* goes not xx into 
individual pookets* but into the coffers of the left oommunist party. 

Thus the basio strategy of the left communist party to which 
the Ohief Minister belongs and which controls the present 

government seems to be as follows1 

(a) Give as many favours as possible to the poorer classes 
and therejby win their support for the future revolution. 

(b) Paok the eoonomy with an insupportable number of employees 
who are paid high wages and thus help the eoonomy to 
crumble totally, -t h e n paving the way for revolution. 

(o) Sell as many favours for as high a price as possible* 
so that when the revolution comes the communist party 
will be rioh enough to challenge all forces in the state. 

(d) link up with West e ngal* the Worth Eastern state* to 
gradually take over the central government in the name 
of a United Front} if this is not possible* create a 
revolutionary ferment in the whole oonntry during which 
the Party can take over power by revolutionary methods. 

(e) meanwhile break the power of the main enemies of the 
Communist Party - namely the Christian Church with all 
its sohools and ±hd the Hindu religious establishment 
which is equally conservative and anti-communist. 

They have already begun to put into operation the last part of the 
strategy. They have managed to put through the Assembly two pieces 
of legislation whioh would authorize the Government to control the 
mana ement and the appointment of pereo^hl to private educational 
institutions, as well as to take over High Schools and^. Colleges on 
oharges of mis-management. The bishops of Kerala - 54 of them 
belonging to four different churches* the Homan Catholic* the Orthodox 
the Mar Thoma and the Church of South Indian have jo/ined together 
to oontest this legislation as a violation of the national 
constitution and as an infringement on minority rights granted by 



the constitution. If they do not succeed in Court* they say launch 
mas public demonstration Against the Communist Government. Zt was 
this organised opposition by the Church that led to the downfall 
of the state government in 1959* Whet^r the triok will work 
again in 1970 remains to be seen* fhe influence of the bishop^ 
has become much lees now than it was a deoads age* because of the 
prevalenee^lorge-ecale corruption in ©wrietiaa educational insti- 

C' 

tuione* 
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What has the communist led state government accomplished in 
these last two years? According to the Government* it has a dozen 
object!vest 

(l) To raise the per capita income of Kerala to the level ■ 
of the national er capita lnoeme of India by 1984* 

In 1964-65 it was Be. 425 for India and Re. 591/ for 
Kerala. By 1984* the Indian per capita income is 
hoped to be 3s 769/* or about Q.S. f> 100 per annua 

and Kerala would like to n aeh the some level at least. 

vo 

(2) To assure that the benefits of eoonomio growth are 
mors 1 equitably distributed among the poorer classes* 

(5) to pay special attention to oertain districts in Kerala 
which lag behind the rest of the stats in economic 
development* 

( 4 ) to reduce the level of s unemployment by creating new 
jobs and work opportunities* 

(5) to reduce the food deficit in the state and to lay 
plans for attaining self-sufficiency in food within the 
state* 

(6) to increase the productivity of the land by greater 
encouragement to each crops and by bringing new areas 
under cultivation* 

(7) to compensate for the disadvantages orated by the 

fluctuation in price of primary commodities exported 
to the world market from the state* and to struggle for 
prioe stabilisation in the export trade market* 

(8) to develop tho fishing industry in the state on a 
long-term plan 

(9) to enable maximum exploitation of the water resources 



f induetries and mining 

(12) to dovelop f rthar the social soroieoo like Sduoation* 
health and social welfare* 

The achievements todate of the Kerala Government in most of these 
areas are far from remarkable* Only in the matter of food production 
there has been ooaeiderable progrees* Under the guiddmoe and patron^age 
of the Central Government* the Kerala Government has undertaken 
measures for improving food production xn a state shleh is v e r y far 
down in the level of food self •sufficiency! ovlng to the unusual 
density of population and shortage of arablo lend* 

The years 1967 and 68 have seen substantial increase in the total 
food production of the country^ as well as the state* The use of 
chemical fertilizers, now varieties of high-yield seed* and greater 
use of irrigation have been the main faster** ooUbined with favourable 
weather conditions* Kerala has 1*5 allllen aere# of lan^iadar 
rioo cultivation* In 1967*68 the production was 1*124 million tons* 

Xu 1968*69 it has risen to 1*9 m illon tone* Keralajtfsds at least 
2 million tons of rioo for the present population* 

The more optimiotio observers believe that the agrimltural 
revolution* which moans use of fertilisers* be^tter Seeds and 
irrigation* can now be oarried through to provide food self«snffieienoy 
for the whole country* This is ihm what is sow journalistically known 
as the Green Revolution* But Uro factors still threaten the success of 
the Croon Bov lution* First is the uneertaiaty ef rainfall* flood and 
draught conditions* In 1968*69 the conditions were favourable end the5 
accounts largely for tho higher productivity* But what guarantee is 
there that the Gods of tho weather will always be ea the aide of tho 
Oreen Revolution* Government has achieved better flood control 
facilities as well as improved storage and atlstrihutlen* But 
Government cannot oontrol rainfall. So long as tho major portion 
of Indian agriculture le dependent on rain-water rather than irrigation 
this uncertainty will continue to plague food production* 

The seoond factor is that of the prise ef agricultural ooamodltles* 
The aoute shortage of 1969 and 1966 led to high prloos for too&jL grains* 
This in turn encouraged farmers to invest aere by way of fertilizers 
and high-yielding seeds to increase their production* But the higher 
production of 1968-69 has already led to the prises going downf end 
it becomes increasingly loos profitable for tho farmer to raise his 
yield per acre* Unless the Government oan subsidise h e a v i ly fertilisers 
and better soda* the Green Revolution will fizzle out* 
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1 The problem la aada even more acute by the deaanda of 

agricultural labour for higher wages* Large-scale mechar.i ration of 
faralag la practically impossible under present Indian conditions 
of fragmentation* surplus of labour foroe and absenoe of agricultural 
capital* 

It is too early to be optlaistie about the suocess of the 
Green Revolution* either in Kerala or 1 in India aa a whole* 

Ks*- 

We are becoming convinced that social structure within a . 

YKOu 

country ia Just as important as intentional polltioal^relations* 

No lasting solution to our problems can bo found within existing Xtn^-^C 
structures ty 

Ooneluslon * 

Fifteen years ago* I used to be rather oonfident that the 
basioally demooratio orientation of the people of India is the 
assurance against a communist government in India* Today X aa not so 
sure* The demooratio pattern has shown so many weaknesses* that an 
increasingly larger number of intellectuals ia the country see no 
other alternative to a fully controlled economy* whore the goals of 
national produotion and cultural development are pursued with deter* 
mination andc^piplins by a strongly socialist government* 

At present, communal and oapitaliet elements are increasing 
their power, and there is a visible ehift to the right in the 
polltioal structure* There le large-scale disillusionment about 
the capacity of a wishy-washy mixed economy to deed with theprob ens 
of the nation* A small minority, mainly intolleotuals* turn to the 
loft in their disillusionment* Larger numbers, mss led by the 
oapit&list and eommunaliat elements* are pledging for a strong rightist 
government such as sxists in Orseoe today* oppressively moralist 
and religious* with strict oentral oontxd, and more openly capitalist 
economy* 

If this happens* as well it may* the minority communities, 
mainly Muslima and Christians* as well as the more politically 
aware of the worker and peasant olasses* AM P Elfl many more 

Intelle^jiotuale , would be driven to the left* 

Ve have learned a few lessons from our Kerala experience 
which may have some significanoe for you in Sweden* 

1* The first discovery ie that pxshii problems llks food 
shortage in India oannot be solved in isolation from structural 
questions about irioe-control, farm subsidies, industrial development 
etc* There ie still the hops entertained that the OreenEvolution 
in India as a whole will work* ^'remains very much to be seen* 
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and to Boko a sure that no one is oruahsd or left out in the oold b. 
the system* 

2* We have discovered that political parties all beooae aged 
in time* So political party seen* to be oapable of remaining in 
power for a long tine, and still to ha-e the imagination and the 
vitality neoessary to create new social and eoonomio realities 
Power develops a machine whioh tries to perpetuate itself* and 
loses si&ht of the problems of—the needs of the people for whose sake 
the power was entrusted to then* We have not yet found the machinery 
to ensure that political and economic power le always responsibly 
used* 

3* we are discovering that politics* by its very pr e ee c a-ef 
love of power* generates an atmosphere which drives away the boot minds 
in the country from coming near it* Zt le not that we do not have 
good men in India. Bat the deaooratlo power machinery does not 
allow the really good man to come to the top* ZtS ruthless methods* 

V 

end its undue dependence on the potee of the emotionally swayable 
people who are more interested in their own private interests than in 
the interests of the whole nation or of Banking* nakejf it difficult 
for the nan with a wider vision to get enough public support* 

U, 

The solution for this ie ofoourse not aptoer&ey or aristocracy* 
but a sore enlightened public* Main terse ted non-party political 
sad education of the masses is an immediate necessity* 

4* We have discovered that the patterns^ooialism that have 
worked in a country like Sweden* are inapplieable to our situation 
for two reasons* 

(a) lack of homogeneir^- and the heavy weight of the past 

(b) a mentality that turns to selfish inter sts in a 
defloienoy coonomy 

e*g. nationalized indue tkfka-r lead to bureauerdtlo overweight 

we cannot produce xtamply any mere cheaply any more despite 

our cheap labour / iue, 

K. 

3* The need for a typo of democracy ehioh died, lies people 

A 1 

to work* Too much of freedom to form politioal parties* to run 
away x from any team for some slight dlffee of opinion, oenen t 
load t the development of an effective party structure* We need 
lees* temporarily at least » of the freedom of speech and association 
and more of the capacity to work and to submit oneself to the discipline 
of a team committed to larger social purposes* 

6* 7/e have discovered that the problems of Kerala oannot be 

solved piece-meal in Kerala* The economlos of the whole world are 
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intsr-connected. Evan a non-oolonial nation lika Sweden participates 
1m, end flouristors on on exploitative world economy* Tour coffee 
some of your raw materials are the product of our cheap labour* 
faff for which* even if you pay a fair prloe* the lion's share joes 
"* to your tr dere and ours* JEhe prioes of our primary commodities 
do not go up at the same l e vel - os that of your manufactured 
commodities. Hie trade between the developed and developing 

O slo 

countries is a process by which the poor countdoa is s p being 
impoverished and ,< rid4.further earlohfd. While on the short run 

A 

some of these injustice* mb he partly remedied hy bettor prios 
struotures and trade terms* ultima tyty and in the long run only 
international political and eoonoaio structures oan bGjin to b ild 
a Just society in the world* 

The resources of the world hajl been given to the whole of 
mankind* So seetor of mmskfnd oan build a private paradise nd 
dwell securely in it* Suoh private paradises are themselves 
blatant signs of injustioe* when there exists miserable poverty 
in other parts of mankind* 

These problems are not going to be solved by all the law 
and the order and liberal wishful thinking we have got at present* 
Those who hold the reins of ooonomio power in the world sill not 
r let go eo esily. The military Indust(y0al eompl^xes rule the 
world with the aid of the international and national banking 
interests* 

There lo no world- ids state with executive power to which 
one oan effectively appeal for Justioe* The ehape of the world 
tomorrow* and the oause of Justioe and peace in the world* 
depond to a large extent* on the orcation of a viable* responsible* 
powerful* democratic, socialist world stats* 



SHOULD A THIRD FROHT BEGIN HOW? 


REFLECTIOHS OH 

SOUS AS PECTS 0? THE QUE STIOH. 

(Paul Gregorios) 

1, Th« number of those who cannot In cans dance align themselves 
cltbr with the Janata Coalition Part? or an opposition lad by Mrs* 
Ganhi is on the increase every day* The latter's victory in 
Chlmagslur has forced open the issue of a third alternative* 

; Such a third alternative has been proposed by several people 
in the fora of a Third Front of progressive people connitted to a 
Socialist future for India* But neither the platfora nor the practi¬ 
cal ty of such a Front is very clear* This paper tries to put 

dam a few preliminary thoughts* 

3* Of course* we will need'fgTmake clear what we mean by a 
Socialist future for India* The slogan of "democratic socialism" 
seems common to all existing political parties and groups inoludlng 
perhaps thd Jan Sangh and the Rashtriya Svayaa Sevak Sangh* The 
Kirala Congreas* for example* has articulated the features of a 
detireable economy aa N a people's socialism which while eliminating 
the dieadvantages of Gommunism (state oapitalisa) and Capitalism 
(private capital) ensures the advance of the working class" 
(Uarga26kha of Kerala Congress) Both the Janata Party and the 
existing Congress parties are verbally committed to eimilar ideals* 
Wherein would the specifio commitment of the proposed Third Front 
lie? 

4* The Tkird Front would have a socio-economic programme worked 
out in some detail* along with a plan for its aohievemsnt* which will 
be theoretically sound and practically feasible* But in order to 
ensure a wider range of agreement and commitment, oertaln contro¬ 
versial ideological points may h*vs to be left unforaulated* 
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5. The attractiveness of such a front would cobs not merely from 
the clarity and progreseiveness of the formulated platform and pro¬ 
gramme* It will need also a quality of discipline and social commit¬ 
ment manifest in its activities* 

6* The first of these self-disciplines for the Third Front would 
he to make a decision that it will not seek to take state power at the 
Centre or in the States for a period of six years, during which period 
it will devote its energies to Ccrf****k**t> 

a) social vlfrilanoe about activities of Governments, mass 
media and other large concentrations of economic, 
comnunicational,social and politioal power) 

b) the building up of Cadres for activating self-reliant* 
disciplined, informed organisations of the people, directly 
in the context of the relations of production) 

and c) aocio-eoonomic measures whioh advanoe the fair and just 
co-ordination between rural and urban development as 
well as micro-development and macro-development, within 
states, among States within the nation and mm among the 
nations of the world, measuree whioh promote peace 
justice and self-reliance at all levels* 

7* The minimum commitment within the Third Front would be to the 
following principlesi 

a) The basic approach in theory would be an integrative one - 
political economy must inter-relate the. politioal-eoonomlo, sociological 
and scientific technological experience and insights of mankind, for 
devising methods for optimizing human development in justice, liberty 
and peace. 

8* The commitment is to a society where the means of production 
are socially owned and controlled, while guaranteeing the invollability 
of limited and legitimate personal freedom and property) a society 
which provides everyone with the opportunity to do soolally useful 


....t 


wtrk and to live a life in dignity and freedom* in security and 
peace* a society in whcih inequalities are minimised* and the 
freedom and dignity of each person is promoted; 

) The commitment is to a society where agricultural* Industrial oulturi 
and eoological development would be planned in an Integral way} while 
development has to be labour-extensive in present conditions* tech¬ 
nological progress is also to be aimed at simultaneously in order to 
increase production* The advance in technology is as muoh a measure 
of progress as the volume of goods and services produced* but always 
in order to promote the quality of human life and to improve the 
human emvironment. 

8. We have kept the areas of common commitment to a minimum* 

The above is proposed only as a starting point for discussion* A mor 
well thought out oommon platform can be worked out with just a day's 
work* with half a dozen snap! competent people representing various 

views. 

9 . One of the first steps is to plan a week-end meeting* 
preferably in Delhi* but alternatively in Kerala* to explore the 
possibilities and assess the practicalities. Such a third front ms 
bring together political parties* voluntary organizations and private 
individuals who are willing to accept the common basis and a commonly 
agreed discipline. 

10. Within such a framework of commitment* there will be room 
for Ideological divergence at many points of detail. The common 

commitment* however* must lsad to a oommon programme of social* 
political and economic action. The orientation of 
such aotion will not be to gain oontrol of the State* but to mobilize 
end channel the power of the people for their own liberation* There 
will be room in suoh a coalition for people of the middle-classes and 




intellectuals of various kinds» provided they are committed to the 
interests of the people and their emancipation* xctiurn rather 
than conserving the interests of the middle olaeses* 

x x x 

11. The Question ist Is nov the opportune time to form a Third 
front of this kind? The answer is yes, because 

a) the two major options in current politics are both 
unsatisfactory and peopfth are looking for a third alternative! 

b) Young people are becoming cynical for want ^ ray of 
hope* something genuinely oapable of capturing their interest 
and sustaining their idealism needs to be provided now* if the) 
are not to sink further into cynicism^nihilism and anarchism* 

The present document is intended only as an indicator of a general 
basis on whioh people from different political parties and from no 
.political party can come together to explore possibilities. The 
exploratory grou^ themselves will have to formulate their understand 
of what needs to be done* and decide on the steps to be taken for 
the launching of a flexible but clear programme. 



